
  

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
9/13 Sara & Brent Bushell 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
9/2 The Painter’s, with thanks for 
all who labor 
9/9 
9/12 The Pauloski’s, with thanks 
for God’s abundant grace 
9/16 
9/23 The Kimbrough’s, in loving 
memory of Anne Ladner 
9/30 

BIRTHDAYS 
9/16 Tom Mason 
9/18 Nancy Hannan 
9/22 Valerie Carter 

COFFEE HOUR 

9/2  Daughters of the King 
9/9  The Kimbrough’s 
9/16 The Burlingame’s 
9/23 The Nnadi’s 
9/30 The Pauloski’s 
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by The Rev. Scott Painter, Vicar 

“There is no longer Jew or 
Greek, there is no longer slave 
or free, there is no longer male 
and female; for all of you are 
one in Christ Jesus. And if you 
belong to Christ, then you are 
Abraham’s offspring, heirs 
according to the promise.”  
Galatians 3:28-29 (The Message) 

As a child growing up in the 
rural Midwest, I did not 
encounter a lot of difference.  

Lots of same-ness or very-similar-ness.  Our nearby 
towns were small, my school was small, my world was 
small.  Our community valued conformity and 
uniformity.  We were always a bit suspicious of folks 
who did things their own way.  And we were – almost -- 
all white.  I knew one person in my entire high school 
who was not Caucasian.  Her name was Tina.   

You need to know this about me: I was raised in a 
homogenous community. I didn’t grow up with much 
diversity. 

As a young person, I knew that my world didn’t look 
like the one I saw on TV.  It didn’t look like the world I 
read about in books.  It didn’t sound like all the music 
I heard on the radio.   

As a young Christian, I knew that my experience of 
church and people in church didn’t look like the world 
of the Bible.  I knew this, though I couldn’t always put it 
into words, and I longed to encounter the wide variety 
of all that God made and who the Spirit has called 
together. 

When I left home for college, I set out on a quest to 
encounter a bigger world.  It hasn’t happened fast; 
but in the 25 years of my adult life I can say that it has 
happened.  And, I cherish the web of difference and 
diversity that has become woven into my existence.   

--- 

The first thing I noticed about Grace during 
discernment of a call to be with you in ministry was 
the ethnic diversity of this congregation.  At the 
beginning, my eyes were drawn to the beautiful array 
of color among us.  (I later learned that no fewer than 
a dozen different nations are represented among the 
people who call Grace their spiritual home. I LOVE 
THIS!)   

As we have begun to walk together, I realize that 
beyond race or nationality, there is more, very 
profound diversity among us.  There is generational 
variety, and it is increasing by the week.  There is a 
vast array of religious experiences that many of us 
bring forward into our hopes and dreams for Grace.  
There is a beautiful range of sexual orientation and 
gender identity found among our growing community.   

It’s much easier to be with people who are pretty 
much the same.   

It can be a lot of work to stay in community with 
difference.  I’ve learned this because I share in this 
life together with you.  I hear some express 
frustrations borne out of saying the “wrong thing” or 
simply having to throw up one’s hands exasperatedly 
in not knowing what to say.  I see how uncomfortable 
it is to encounter words and signs in a 60-year-old 
building that seem to exclude some who don’t live in 
the established categories of the world.  I sense the 
irritation of learning that words and pronouns we’ve 
used since we started talking are no longer universal 
and can be used to exclude people we are growing 
to love. 

We have to be intentional about embracing all 
unique persons.  We must purpose to listen to every 
voice, to seek to understand alternate perspectives. 
We are invited to be open to the Spirit, who will lead 
us to embrace new arrivals and expand our circles 
of love.  Our own power inevitably becomes diluted 
when others are lifted up. Some can experience all 
this as exhausting—even as an existential threat. 
(How can we guarantee our own survival if we don’t 
maintain control on things?!) 

(Vicar, continued on p. 5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Scott Painter poses for a 
selfie with teachers of Grace 
School during Teacher Inservice, 
where he led them in a walk on 
the Tree of Life Labyrinth.  

Vicar's Notes: Christ has Broken Down the Walls, Now We Have to Act Like it! 
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MUSIC NOTES Community Garden News 

“A Living Liturgy” by Ellis Montes, Music Director 

 One of the things I enjoy about being an 
Episcopalian is that we have a Book of Common 
Prayer with quite a bit of room for interpretation.  
Oftentimes we will see something along the lines 
of, “can be spoken or sung” or “another suitable 
hymn or anthem may be used.”  This shows that we 
have options, and we here at Grace take every 
opportunity that we can get in order to try 
something new. 
 For the next few weeks, we will be using the 
standard Rite II liturgy as before, but that does not 
mean we will just do things the way they have 
always been.  I am often inspired when I read in 
the Psalms mentions of trumpets, cymbals, and 
even stringed instruments used for praise and 
worship.  When I read that, I feel that there is so 
much that we can do to worship God.  We can 
worship however we feel best at the moment.  
Sometimes, we feel more reverent.  Sometimes, we 
feel excited.  Rather than just let everything fall 
into the same routine, we should let the Spirit 
guide us and move us to react to different styles.  
This, of course, requires us all to listen to what the 
Spirit is telling us. 
 I hope that in the coming weeks we will be 
able to worship God in a variety of styles, 
especially in terms of music.  As we learn how 
different styles inspire different people in our 
congregation, we will learn 
how to worship God in new, 
meaningful ways.  We must 
always remember that God 
is at the center of our 
worship and that we need to 
worship with our whole 
heart.  Perhaps we will end 
up liking something we had 
not expected.  Let’s pray together!  Let’s clap our 
hands!  Let’s make a joyful noise! 

This September the Garden celebrates its 3 year 
anniversary.  It began with an idea and an 
application to the United Way for a community 
building grant.  We asked for $4,434.00 and were 
granted the full amount.  One United Way 
criterion for church gardens is that the garden 
not be for the sole use of the congregation.  
This fit perfectly with our intention that the 
harvest grown by Grace would be shared with 
our neighbors and that beds would be 
dedicated to individuals or groups that would 
want to garden. 

Our first harvest was 15 
pounds of collard and 
mustard greens! Our first 
neighbor to share our 
harvest with was Nidal of 
West Bellfort Auto Repair 
across from Grace.               

Garden, continued on p. 6) 

PRAYER & POTLUCK—SEPTEMBER 8, 11:00 AM 
Please join us for scripture study this month. All are invited to join us as we explore our Gospel readings for 
personal enrichment in a communal atmosphere. Each participant is asked to bring a brunch item or bever-
age to share during our study as we seek to nourish both the body and the mind, knowing the Spirit is with us 
always.  

The September 9, 2018 Scripture Reading 

Mark 7:24-37 Jesus Honors a Syrophoenician Woman’s Faith;  

  Jesus Heals a Deaf and Mute Man 

Something to ponder:  
A miracle is defined as an effect or extraordinary event in the physical world that surpasses all 
known human or natural powers and is ascribed to a supernatural cause, such an effect or event 
manifesting or considered as a work of God.  

What do these two miracles have in common and how do they differ? 
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(“Ruth and Naomi” by He Qi) 

The Book of Ruth—”Kindness is More 
Important than Ethnicity” 

Adult Bible Study—Sundays at 9:00 AM 
Led by Daniel Coleman 

 Our English word “Bible” comes from 
the Latin term “biblia,” meaning “books.”  It’s a 
plural, not a singular.  The Bible is more an 
anthology or collection of books than a 
singular book, and its books sometimes 
disagree with one another. After the return 
from exile in Babylon, Deuteronomy forbids 
Moabites to join the assembly of the Lord, 
and Ezra-Nehemiah says that all Jewish men 
who have married foreign wives must divorce 
them and send away their children—while the 
book of Ruth argues against those ideas, 
using as an example, Ruth the Moabite great-
grandmother of David—and, according to 
Matthew’s genealogy, the ancestor of 
Jesus.  The book of Ruth argues that Ruth’s 
kindness, her covenant love for both Naomi 
and Naomi’s God, are more important than 
Jewish or Moabite ethnicity. 

 We will begin our 4-6 week study of 
The Book of Ruth on Sunday, September 2, at 
9:00am in the Parish Hall.  Please come, and 
bring your Biblia with you! 

WORDS FROM YOUR 
WARDEN 

 August was a time of hiatus for many 
of our ministries: a selah - time to rest and 
pause to consider wisely. It was also a 
whirlwind of personal activity for me. I 
continued to travel and tried to practice holy 
silence so I might hear God’s plans for me. 
This time last year I embarked on a new role 
as your Lay Person in Charge which I must 
say was a greater challenge than 
anticipated. Thankfully it only lasted six 
months. And like this time last year, August 
initiated a dramatic change for Grace. This 
time our beloved church administrator, 
Diane was called to serve God in a different 
area.  

 Our community continued to grow 
with new people finding us and our spirit of 
joy-filled worship, meaningful relationships, 
and loving service with our surrounding 
neighbors and city.  We were blessed with 
the arrival of newborns, while many loved 
ones transitioned to eternal life. The Church 
and School continued our annual back-to-
school backpack and supplies drive. Sandy 
Lee shared the learnings of our Grace In 
Action neighborhood initiative — what we 
have about our neighborhood.  We are 
starting to ask,  “Where Do We Go Now?”  

 September for me always seems like a 
new year because not only does the season 
change but a new school year starts. This 
September, through God’s grace, a new year 
begins with a Celebration of New Ministry for 
our Vicar, Reverend R. Scott Painter. We are 
so blessed to have such a great new leader. I 
know he is God sent. Please join me in 
prayerful rejoicing as we climb to heights we 
could not even dare to hope in succeeding 
without God and his shepherd, Scott.  
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Meet our new Children’s Minister! 
Hi!  My name is 
Fabian Berrios. I am 
going to be the new 
Children's Minister, 
with our first 
Children’s Chapel 
starting September 
9th. I am excited to 
begin this new 
ministry in the Grace 
community. I’m ready 
to grow with you and 

make amazing relationships with the community.  

I have worked with Children’s Ministry at San Mateo 
Episcopal Church for 3 years, and I also volunteer at 
Christ Church Cathedral and in the Houston 
Canterbury program. I was born in Houston and later 
moved to Sugar Land. I am also a student — a Junior 
at University of Houston-Downtown.  I am majoring in 
Elementary Education and also doing bilingual 
education. After graduation, I would like to work with 
first grade students. My hobbies are watching 
movies, watching shows on Netflix, and enjoying 
eating at restaurants. 

We need volunteers to help this ministry grow!  If you 
have a heart for kids and would like to be on my 
volunteer team for one or two Sundays per month, 
please contact me at Coffee Hour or by email — 
GraceChildren@graceinhouston.org! (Vicar, continued from p. 2) 

God’s vision is for a beloved community in which the 
walls that divide us are broken down. In his letter to 
the Galatians, St. Paul shared this vision when writing 
that there are no longer simple binary categories of 
insider-outsider in the community that God is build-
ing—no longer Jew or Greek, no longer slave or free, 
no longer male or female.   

And after painting this beautiful vision, he went on to 
address the difficulty people were having in trying to 
live it out: “I am afraid I may have labored over you in 
vain.”  Exasperation! 

Dr. King expressed God’s vision when he said, “Our 
goal is to create a beloved community and this will 
require a qualitative change in our souls as well as a 
quantitative change in our lives.”  God will give us 
grace to adapt to our changing experience of com-
munity. 

My Siblings in Christ, we must press forward into 
God’s vision for the church in which all dividing walls 
are destroyed.  God will give us grace to lay down our 
agendas, our idols, our individual dreams, our frail 
distinctions, so that we may receive the gift of a be-
loved community that is a witness to God’s reconcil-
ing work in the world.   

Please stay with me in this life, in this work; and press 
forward together toward the light of this call. 

Amen. 
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Blessing of the Land (at Planting or Harvest) 

www.seasonofcreation.org 

God of the Universe, 

You made the heavens and the earth, 

So we do not call our home merely “planet earth.” 

We call it your Creation, a Divine Mystery, 

a Gift from Your Most Blessed Hand. 

The world itself is your miracle. 

Bread and vegetables from earth are thus also from 

heaven. 

Help us to see in our daily bread your presence. 

Upon this garden 

May your stars rain down their blessed dust. 

May you send rain and sunshine upon our garden and 

us. 

Grant us the humility to touch the humus, 

That we might become more human. 

That we might mend our rift from your Creation, 

That we might then know the sacredness of the gift of 

life— 

 

That we might truly experience life from the hand of God. 

For you planted humanity in a garden, 

and began our resurrection in a garden. 

Our blessed memory and hope lie in a garden. 

Thanks be to God, 

Who made the world teeming with variety, 

Of things on the earth, above, the earth,     

and under the earth. 

Thanks be to God, 

For the many kinds of plants, trees, and fruits, 

We celebrate. 

For the centipedes, ants, and worms, 

For the mice, marmots, and bats, 

For the cucumbers, tomatoes, and peppers 

We rejoice, 

That we find ourselves eclipsed by the magnitude 

Of generosity and mystery. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

The YMCA Caring Community planted and 
presented cooking lessons using vegetables 
from the garden. 
 
Few things help people to develop 
relationships like working side by side in 
common labor.  Just ask Father Greg Boyle 
of Homeboy Industries. And when it comes 
to gardens, one minister of faith-based 
gardening has this to say: “As people tend 
the garden together, they engage in 
conversation and learn to love one another 
in a concrete way.” 

 
Come and be a part of 
Grace Garden! Every 
Second Saturday at 10:00 
a.m.  Bring hands ready to 
weed, clean, plant, and 
harvest—no matter what 
works awaits us each time 
we gather.  (Community 
Garden is found next to 
the W. Bellfort Parking Lot.) 

(Garden, continued from p. 3) 
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EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS & RESPONSE GRANT (Bob Andrew, Junior Warden) 

One of the lessons learned by our Diocese from Hurricane Harvey is that parishes 
need to be more prepared to respond to local needs, and not just parishioners. We 
were invited to submit a proposal for a one-off grant from the  Rebuild Texas  Fund,  
and were one of two EDOT parishes selected under their “Community and Economic 
Development” program. 

Learning lessons from Hurricane Harvey, Grace will be better positioned to respond 
during city emergencies to support our neighbors. We will have already reached out 
to those who live within a mile, based on our Grace In Action’s “Shalom Zone” studies, 
and will have obtained contact information for those who might need shelter or 
other support, rather than wait it out at home. For the vulnerable, we will ask for 
contact information of a neighbor who can check on whether they need to be 
brought to Grace. 

We will have improved facilities in the Parish Hall, should our neighbors need to 
gather or shelter temporarily at grace, improved IT and Wifi capability, better service facilities to get hot 
coffee or tea, and enhanced restrooms for cleanup. Once the emergency has passed, or longer term 
solutions are available, they will be able to go back home, be picked up by family or friends, or be 
transported by city resources to a longer-term shelter. 

The grant is for high-speed WiFi, cabinets/counter/sink in the parish hall (with capability of serving 
24/7), showers in the Parish Hall restrooms, and some additional furnishings for comfort of sitting or 
lying down if necessary.   

Because of our limited ability to share the kitchen with outside groups, these enhancements will also 
help us in our aim to be good neighbors. 

This month you will see the cabinets being installed in the Parish Hall along the wall outside the kitchen, 
and the high-speed, high-capacity WIFI installed throughout, including the sanctuary. The following 
month we will finish up the rest of the work, based on how much of the $19,000 grant has been spent this 
month. We are grateful for these resources to support our ministry in this community. 

New Ministry for Sojourning Youth Will Gather at Grace: 

  and You are Invited to Join in! 
WaYS-Houston* is excited to partner with Catholic Charities 
to meet an identified need for positive acculturation 
activities. Sojourning teens from many parts of Central 
America and beyond, sheltered at St. Michael’s and St. 
Jerome’s, will come out to participate in community welcome 
experiences at host churches. We will offer recreation, 
American culture, and a warm Houston welcome. 

Grace will host an early fall gathering for the teenaged boys 
and a larger Christmas gathering for both shelters. We may 
also welcome a third event in November just for the young 
women and their children. Dates and times will be finalized 
this week. 

Trinity Episcopal Church, Houston, is eager to join in hosting 
other events next Spring. Our hope is that this WaYS-Houston 
experiment will expand to other shelters and other congregations, growing from the tiny seed 
planted by Grace. Contact Gwen Pauloski to volunteer or learn more.  gwenjpauloski@gmail.com 

* WaYS-Houston strives to offer hope, peace, and welcome to some of the more than 1,000 young 
sojourners residing in Houston-area shelters. These immigrant teens (known as “unaccompanied 
minors”) have often experienced unspeakable trauma and are now in a holding pattern awaiting 
the disposition of their asylum cases, reunification with family, or relocation with a sponsor.   
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GRACE GOES TO LUNCH 
Location TBD—SEPTEMBER 11TH  

ALL ARE WELCOME 
Sign up in the Parish Hall. 

 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Sundays @ 9:00 AM  
 
Sundays @ 9:00 am 

In September, Daniel Coleman 
leads a study of the Book of Ruth. 
 
Contemplative Prayer with Gospel 
Reading  Lectio Divina (Conference 
Room)                                         

Wednesdays @ 6:00 pm 
                            
 
 2nd Saturday @ 11:00 am 

Contemplative Prayer and Sharing 
in the Vicar’s Office 
 
Prayer and Potluck:  Gospel           
Reading led by Cheryl and          
Phillip Kimbrough (bring a dish to 
share) 
 

  

ADULT FORMATION & CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

CHILDREN’S CHAPEL 

Sundays @ 10 am 
 
 

Children’s Chapel is available during 
part of the 10 AM service. Children    
process from the church following the 
cross at the Sequence hymn and come 
back at the Peace. 

READING WITH GRACE 
Book GROUP 

 

will meet Thursday, September 20th   
At 2:00 pm in the Flex Room 

 
The next meeting of the Reading With Grace book group 
will  be Thursday, September 20 at 2 PM in the Flex 
Room.  Our reading selection for the month will be           
Undivided: Coming Out, Becoming Whole, and Living Free 
From Shame by Vickie Beeching.   

All are welcome to join us.  

Who are the Daughters of the King? 
 

Women empowered by the Holy 
Spirit with a vision to know Jesus 

Christ, to make Him known to 
others, and to reflect God’s love 

throughout the world.  Our next 
meeting is September 8th in the 

Parish  Hall. 
   

WOMEN OF GRACE 
 

The Daughters of Saint Clare Chapter, Grace 
Episcopal Church Houston Texas, invite you to 
consider this order as you develop your spiritual life 
and work with God.  

Join us on social media: 

Facebook /GraceinHouston 
and Twitter @GEpiscopal  

and Instagram @grace_in_houston  

MORNING PRAYER 
THURSDAYS IN THE NAVE 

9:00-9:30 am 
With discussion of the daily readings. 

All are welcome to join us. 

*We are looking for a new leader! 

 

Save the Dates! 
 

December 8—Christmas Tea 
 

December 15—Daughters of the King 
Retreat: “Fruits of the Spirit” 


