
   

 

 

 
April 2019 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

 Please tell us if we forgot yours!  

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

2ND Bob and Diane Andrew 

3RD C.L. and Vyonne Johnson 
 

COFFEE HOUR 

 7th Daughters of the King 

14th Kimbroughs 

21st (Easter) TBD 

28th TBD 

 
Reading With  

Grace Book Group 
 

The April selection for the Grace 
Book Club is  

The Tea Girl of  
Hummingbird  Lane   

by Lisa Sea 
  

Because of Holy Week,  
we will be meeting on the 

second Thursday of the month,  
April 11 at 2 pm. 

  
To augment our theme of tea, 

we will be meeting at the 
McHugh Tea Room  

at 5305 Bissonnet #D  
 in Bellaire Tx 77401.     

Please join us for tea and a 
scone!  

Stations in de Hood by Marcia Sadberry 

I love the traditional worship and liturgy of the Episcopal 
Church.  Having grown up steeped in those traditions, it was 
all that I knew as a child.  As a teacher and musician, I en-
counter many people who have no connection with or under-
standing of our form of worship.   It is not unusual for me to 
meet and be in community with people who have no connec-
tion to the Church or to God.    (Continued on p. 5) 
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The Great Vigil of Easter: “This is the night.” 
 

This year, on the evening of Holy Saturday (April 20 at 7:30 PM), we will join together with 
two other congregations to celebrate The Great Vigil of Easter. As far as I have been 
able to tell from my research, this will be the first time we have worshiped with this 
ancient liturgy at Grace.  

The Easter Vigil is one of the church’s earliest observances, tracing its roots back to the 
first centuries of the church. It is the worship rite for kindling new year’s fire for the 
Paschal Candle, for retelling the inspiring stories of God’s faithfulness throughout 
history, and for celebrating the first Easter Communion of the year.  The Great Vigil 
centers on Holy Baptism and the Renewal of Baptismal Vows.  This reminds us that 
Easter, for the church’s first several centuries, was the one time each year new Christians 
were welcomed into the Church through Holy Baptism. 

It will be a special privilege to welcome members of St. Luke the Evangelist (one of 
Houston’s historic African-American Episcopal congregations) and Houston Canterbury 
(the Episcopal campus ministry of Texas Southern University and the University of 
Houston) to be with us at Grace for the Easter Vigil.  It will also be a joy to welcome 
Bishop Hector Monterroso to be the Presider over our worship that evening. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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The Holy Cow! Survey has been completed. I 
want to thank everyone who participated, 
especially Colin Dunhan, our Junior Warden, 
who joined Father Scott in leading the effort. 
The survey will tell us a lot about  
ourselves. It is an excellent tool for 
understanding our experiences, our 
strengths, and our hopes. It also gives our 
Vicar, the wardens, and the Bishop’s 
committee a clearer view of the 
congregation’s wishes. We will be 
summarizing major learnings for the 
congregation in the coming weeks. 
 

This is an exciting time to be at Grace. That 
sounds like a cliché that every Bishop’s 
Warden is required to say, but I really feel it 
is true. There is a loving spiritual energy in 
the church that is expressed in the services, 
music, fellowship, and outreach. Grace has 
always been a loving, accepting place. That 
attitude of love and acceptance is spiritual 
food that allows us to do more with less. We 
always need volunteers or financing for a 
variety of projects ranging from worship 
services to building maintenance. However, 
service to the Church can be as simple as 
showing up for Sunday services, which  
provides a benefit not just for ourselves but 
for our community. I see our worship as a 
communal act where we celebrate the love of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. That love 
takes up residence in our lives and creates 
inward transformation that then is 
manifested in the works of ourselves and our 
church. Showing up with an attitude of love 
and gratitude is a form of service to God. 
 
Philip Lee Montgomery 
BishopsWarden@graceinhouston.org 
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In keeping with ancient custom, two new 
Christians will be welcomed into our midst 
through the waters of Holy Baptism at the 
Easter Vigil.  Even now, let us be praying for 
Grace and Michael, who will be baptized that 
night, to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit 
and the joy of new life in Christian 
community. 

There is much more that can and will be said 
about this very special liturgy of the Great 
Vigil of Easter.  I would encourage you to 
read through the service, beginning on page 
285 in The Book of Common Prayer.  And 
then COME PARTICIPATE – join together to 
do the joyful work of worship on the holy eve 
of Easter, join together to welcome the 
dawning of new light in the glorious 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, join together to 
welcome Grace and Michael into the 
household of God in Christ. 

“This is the night, when you brought our 
fathers, the children of Israel, out of 
bondage in Egypt, and led them through the 
Red Sea on dry land. 

This is the night, when all who believe in 
Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, 
and are restored to grace and holiness of 
life. 

This is the night, when Christ broke the 
bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious 
from the grave.” 

(From The Exsultet, opening words of The 
Great Vigil of Easter) 

   

 

(“The Great Vigil,” continued from page 2) (cont from p 1) 

I understand 
that God’s love 
is vast enough 
to reach those 
people as well.  
But, I found 
myself looking 
for ways to 
share the love 
of Christ that were, shall we say, more sub-
tle.   

A few years ago, I started training for the 
MS 150 and really enjoyed the challenge 
and the opportunities that moving 
through the city on a bicycle afforded me.  
It was along the bike trails with my biking 
community that I found a community of 
people who seemingly more often than not 
were not involved in a worshipping com-
munity.  So …, I thought it would be won-
derful to combine these two activities that 
are so important to me.  The result -   Sta-
tions in de Hood. 

Stations in de Hood is actually a Stations 
of the Cross service that happens on a 
bike ride on Good Friday.  We usually visit 
ten “stations” in the Third Ward communi-
ty.  This will be the third year of Stations in 
de Hood and this year we plan to visit the 
original church where St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church began, as part of their prepara-
tion for their 100th year celebration!  We 
will learn about the community and expe-
rience the journey of Christ to the Cross.  

You are invited to share this journey with 
us.  I would love to see friends from Grace 
among the riders.  We will gather at St. 
Luke the Evangelist at 1:30 pm and “roll out” 
between 2:00 pm and 2:30 pm.  If you are in-
terested in sharing this journey and need a 
bike please let me know.  Also, if you have 
any questions, feel free to get in touch with 
me: marcia2u@swbell.net. Looking forward 
to Holy Week and a Holy Ride with you! 

Scott+ leads 
Compline 
around the 
Piano during 
Lent.  Photo 
by Chuck 
Luke. 
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SILVER POLISHING for EASTER! 
April 3—Special Opportunity to  

Prepare for Easter, following  
Contemplative Eucharist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Can you stay a while after Eucharist this 
Wednesday?  We will gather to polish the 
silver Communion vessels in preparation 
for the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday.  

Should be finished by 1:30 PM. Please email 
Elizabeth Martin with questions—

Office@graceinhouston.org 

 

FILLING EGGS FOR THE EASTER EGG 
HUNT 

April 19 — Following the 12:00 PM Stations 
of the Cross walk on the Labyrinth, we will 

gather in the FLEX Room to fill Easter 
Eggs with candy.   

 

How can you help? 
 

1. Donate candy to go in the eggs (by 
April 14) 

2. Join us in the Flex Room from 12:45-2:00 
to help us fill almost 500 eggs! 

(Questions? Office@graceinhouston.org) 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiIqrb_t6_hAhVvm-AKHd_UD8kQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thebump.com%2Fa%2Feaster-egg-filler-ideas&psig=AOvVaw0XVDMXZYT3_SS_cSQm3xjH&ust=1554226746178057


7  

 

   
Every Tuesday 
and Thursday we 
serve twenty to 
thirty middle-
school students, 
a few high-school 
students, several 
people walking 
early through the 
neighborhood, 
taxi drivers, tree 
trimmers, par-
ents, and several 
people who drive 
up regularly in their cars. 

It’s a joy to serve them and an honor to 
pray for and with them.  Tuesday, April 2, 
marks six years that this ministry has 
been in operation.  We offer thanks to all 
those who have served and donated to 
support this ministry through its first six 
years. 

Daniel Coleman 

Grace2Go Celebrates  

6 Years in Ministry 

“To become fishers of men and women, we 
first became their coffee baristas,” Shawn 
Oujezdsky said six years ago, speaking of 
the success of Grace2Go, a community out-
reach begun April 2, 2013, here at Grace 
Episcopal Church. “I don’t know how the idea 
came to me.  It was an inspiration—that we 
should serve free coffee and offer prayer for 
those who drive by Grace Episcopal Church 
on their way to work.  Almost immediately, 
Grace2Go became a way of reaching out to 
adults and to Pershing Middle School stu-
dents waiting for their bus beside the 
church.  So, we added orange juice, bana-
nas, and hot chocolate to our menu.  With 
Grace2Go, we came outside the walls of our 
church and began to pray for people there.  
All ages have come, and we’ve gotten to 
know them and they us.  They’ve met our 
Vicar.  They’ve learned that they are wel-
come here.  And we pray for them.” 

By offering prayer, we are privileged to 
glimpse inside the lives of our neighbors:  a 
son who is far away and hasn’t called, a 
fateful biopsy, a sick and dying friend, pow-
er to endure chemotherapy, the money to 
pay the rent, the strength to stay sober, the 
ability to pass the writing exam. 
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Sundays @ 9:00 AM  
 
 
 
 
Sundays @ 9:00 am 

Apr 7 Study Luke 15 Parables 
Apr 14 Labyrinth Procession Walk 
Apr 21 No Session, Easter 
Apr 28 ”The Trinity” with Rev. Scott 
 
 

Contemplative Prayer with Gospel 

  

ADULT FORMATION & CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

CHILDREN’S CHAPEL 

Sundays @ 10 am 
 
 

Children’s Chapel is available each 
Sunday. The children exit the church 
following the cross before the first   
Lesson and return at the Peace. 

 

Daughters of the King? 
 

 
The Saint Clare Chapter of 
the Daughters of the King 
invites all women of Grace to join us on our 
spiritual journey.               
 

As Daughters, we are charged with daily prayer, 
service, evangelism and the strengthening of the 
spiritual life of the parish.  We meet the first 
Saturday of each month at 10:00 AM in the Flex 
Room.   
 

We would love to have you! 

 
PRAYER AND POTLUCK 
Saturday, April 13, 2019 

 
Please join us for scripture study 
this month. Bible study is among 
several traditional disciplines 
that can help us grow in our un-
derstanding of our faith. All are 
invited to join us as we explore 
our Gospel readings for personal 
enrichment in a communal at-
mosphere. Each participant is 
asked to bring a brunch item or 
beverage to share during our 
study as we seek to nourish both 
the body and the mind, knowing 
the Spirit is with us always.  

 
The Sunday, April 14, 2019 Gospel 

Reading 
Luke 22:14-23:56 “The Passion 

Narrative” 
 

Question  
What did you read or hear  

differently this time?   


