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APRIL Anniversaries  
4/2 Diane & Bob Andrew 

4/3  Vyonne & C.L. Johnson 

Coffee Hosts for APRIL 
4/1  DOK 
 

4/8 
 

4/15 Kimbrough’s 
 

4/22 Reception for the Bishop 
 

4/29 - Andrew’s and 

Flowers for APRIL 
4/1 Easter Lilies 

4/8  The Andrew’s in Celebration of 41 years 

of marriage. 

4/15 
 

4/22 
 

4/29 

 

APRIL Birthdays 
4/19 Kiera Driscoll 

 

The Rt. Rev. Hector Monterroso,  
Bishop Assistant in the Diocese of Texas,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
will be with us at Grace  
Sunday, April 22, 2018  

to confirm and receive new members into 
the Episcopal Church. Join us for worship 

with the Bishop at 10:00 a.m.  
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VICAR'S

The Wonder of Easter 
“Almost nothing that makes any real difference can be proved. I 
can prove the law of gravity by dropping a shoe out the win-
dow. I can prove that the world is round if I’m clever at that sort 
of thing, that the radio works, that light travels faster than 
sound. I cannot prove that life is better than death or love better 
than hate. I cannot prove the greatness of the great or the 
beauty of the beautiful. I cannot even prove my own free will… 
Faith can’t prove a damned thing. Or a blessed thing either.”   
- Frederick Buechner 
 
 

On April 1st, Easter Sunday and April Fools Day will occur simul-
taneously – on the same day!  The last time it happened was 
1956, before this congregation (in any form) even existed! It’s a 
strange confluence of two radically different days—one, the 
heart of Christian hope; the other, a deep dive into white lies 
and petty pranks. 
 

This coincidence is interesting to me in light of several recent 
conversations I’ve had with folks at Grace.  Easter, it turns out, 
means a lot of things to a lot of people.  For some, Easter 
means triumph—that in Jesus’ resurrection God is proved high-
est and mightiest, once and for all.  For some, it means beau-
ty—sunrises and spring flowers and lush green trees.  For oth-
ers, Easter means hope—that new life can come out of the dri-
est, darkest places.  And for still more, it calls forth enlighten-
ment—a new consciousness, one that enables those who attain 
it to live an elevated existence above the broken, violent, im-
poverished ways that seem to otherwise plague this world in 
every corner. 
 

I actually like all of these for different reasons. We could make 
a fairly sound theological case for any of them and, better yet, 
for all of them combined (and more!). These frames of triumph 
and beauty and hope and enlightenment hold the potential to 
point us to a Dream made possible in the wondrous story of 
Easter.  We are inspired to believe that ultimately things will be 
made right, no matter how wrong they seem in any given mo-
ment. 
 

The possibility is very real, when pondering the paschal mys-
tery, that we might get tripped up on April-Fool’s-Day-kinds-of-
questions: Did it really happen just like we read? Did it really 
happen at all? Is this a trick? Am I being a sucker?  
 

Truthfully, I fear that we might allow such cynicism to keep us 
from the wonder of things that can’t necessarily be proved, but 
could be believed and embraced as the Divine Dream for us and 
this whole world, to awaken with life and beauty and hope and 
enlightenment and…LOVE!  If we can believe in the dream, then 
we can be part of making it come true. 
 

I pray that we could come to this Easter with eyes wide in won-
derful faith, and leave April Fool’s Day altogether, for another 
year. 
 

Christ is risen! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Scott+ 

It's Easter.  
 

 Now what?  
  

Book Club! 
 

Join Scott Painter and 
Jennifer Battle for Easter 

Book Club, so we can read and  discuss together The Book 
of Joy by Archbishop    Desmond Tutu and His Holiness The 
Dalia        Lama. Book Club is open to everybody--no need 
to be a member of Grace to attend, so invite your 
friends!  We will meet four times during the Season of 
Easter in the Parish Hall on the following Sunday evenings 
from 7-8:15pm: 
April 8 - Opening Conversation (No need to read for this 
day) 
April 22 - Discuss 2 sections in the book: "The Nature of 
True  Joy" and "The Obstacles to Joy" 
May 6 - Discuss the final section in the book: "The Eight 
Pillars of Joy" 
May 13- Final Reflections, Guided Meditation  
 

To order your book with our group, please RSVP to Scott  
Painter by Monday, April 1 at Vicar@GraceinHouston.org.             
Books will be distributed on our first gathering.  (Of 
course, you can order your own also!) 

We weathered the March winds and welcome the April 
showers. Please give special thanks to Norma Burlingame 
as she spearheaded the project to spruce up our curb   
appeal for Easter. Our Sexton, Mario Ruiz, and Men of 
Grace President, C L Johnson along with Norma and      
Robert Burlingame, Colin Dunham and others worked 
tirelessly to remove debris, plant new shrubbery and 
manicure the lawns. We also thank Bob Duran for provid-
ing his garden crew to remove the hedge in front of the 
red doors and restore the bed for new planting. Work con-
tinues and volunteers are needed.  
 

Thanks to everyone as we revel in having new leadership 
and meeting new friends and families. Coffee hour              
continues to be a time of exceptional hospitality. Consider 
participating in one of the many ministries offered by our 
community. There is a pamphlet of available ministries on 
the information table in the parish hall. Reverend Paint-
er’s door is always open to help you discern your best fit. 
The Men of Grace, Episcopal Church Women (ECW), and  
Daughters of the King (DOK) always have a project in the 
wings and help is always appreciated. 
 

I remain in perpetual prayer mode for our continued            
blessings from God. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Cheryl Ladner Kimbrough  

mailto:Vicar@GraceinHouston.org
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What’s Happening                                                                                                             
for Seniors in                               

APRIL 

Senior’s Luncheon 

Tuesday,  
April 10th  @ 12:30 pm 

El Ranchero  

Corner of N. Braeswood 

& Chimney Rock 

Sign up in the Parish 

Hall. 

Morning Prayer 

Thursdays 

9:00-9:30 am 

 

 

 

Sundays @ 9:00 am  

 

Sundays @ 9:00 am 

Bible Study The Gospel of John led by    

Daniel Coleman  

Contemplative Prayer with Gospel Reading  

Lectio Divina (Conference Room)                                         

Wednesdays @ 6:00 pm 

                            

 

 

2nd Saturday @ 11:00 am 

Contemplative Prayer and Book Study–
Dancing Standing Still, Healing the World  

from a Place of Prayer -Richard Rohr  

 

Prayer and Potluck:  Gospel Reading             

led by Cheryl and Phillip Kimbrough 

(bring a dish to share) 

 

YOUTH GROUP ( 6th—12th Grades) 

ADULT FORMATION & CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

Sundays @ 10 am 

 

 

Godly Play (Godly Play Room) -  Children 

join the worship service to receive Holy                         

Communion, led by Christie Hudlow 

4th Sunday - April 22nd  Youth Group Excursion with Scott+ 

Watch the weekly bulletins for more                       

information!! PRAYER AND POTLUCK 
Saturday, April 14, 2018 

 
Please join us for scripture study this 
month. All are invited to join us as we 
explore our Gospel readings for per-
sonal enrichment in a communal at-
mosphere. Each participant is asked 
to bring a brunch item or beverage to 
share during our study as we seek to 
nourish both the body and the mind, 
knowing the Spirit is with us always.  

 

The April 14, 2018 Gospel Reading: 

Luke 24:36b-48  

Jesus Appears to His Disciples 
 

Something to ponder: 
  

Think of a time in your life when you 
doubted what you were feeling or 

seeing and then on reflection realized 
your vision was not only clear but 

accurate.  
How did your response compare to 

the Disciples response to Jesus’             
appearance? 

READING WITH GRACE 
Book Club 

 
will meet Thursday the 19th of April  

at 2 pm in the Flex room.  
 

Our book selection for the month is                
Kitchen Table Wisdom  

by  
Rachel Remen.   

All are welcome to join.   

Confirmation Class 

Confirmation Class will be offered in 2 sessions - on April 8 and 15, from 12:00-4:00 
p.m. to prepare for Confirmation and Reception by Bishop Monterroso in our      
worship on April 22.  Two Sessions are required. A make-up for one session may be 
scheduled. Confirmation is the Rite by which baptized Christians affirm their faith 
and join the Episcopal Church and Grace as fully-engaged (and voting!) participants 
in the life of the Church..  For those who were previously Confirmed in another   
historic tradition, such as the Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, or Lutheran 
Churches, the process is not to be confirmed but “received” into this Communion.  



4  

  “Founded in 1994, Urban Harvest has garnered a well-deserved 
reputation as a leader in the local food movement. We've 
earned this role by adhering to clear and simple values and a 
focused mission: Urban Harvest encourages community, good 
nutrition and sustainability through the teaching and support 
of organic gardening.”                        -Urbanharvest.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Grace Community Garden became an Urban Harvest Affiliate 
in 2015.  Available benefits to Urban Harvest Affiliates are: 

 Complimentary spots in classes 

 Listing in the Garden Directory 

 Free seeds at the Urban Harvest office and events 

 Gardening advice 

 Free plant starts, materials, and education at HUB garden 
distribution events 

March 10, 2018  Second Satur-
day Gardening Day  
 

Remembering  
      Baldwin 

 
“To see the world in a grain 

of sand, 
And heaven in a  

wildflower; 
Hold the universe in the 

palm of your hand, 
And eternity in an hour.”   

-William Blake 
I often came to the garden in the late evening before sunset to 
water, and I always knew that if I stayed long enough, I would 
encounter Baldwin. He came often to the garden to sit. Some-
times we talked and sometimes not. Once, I asked him a ques-
tion. The answer to which I knew well.  But I was curious to 
know what he would say.  “You enjoy coming to the garden 
and sitting, don’t you?”  “Yes, very much.  It is Life.”  
  -  Melanie   

PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING US IN THE GARDEN   
APRIL 14TH AT 9:00 A.M. 

DAUGHTERS OF THE KING 
Please join the Daughters of the King Saturday April 7, 2018 at 10am to 

fellowship around the tenants of our organization, prayer, service and 

personal evangelism. We are an international organization of women. 

The Order’s purpose is to bring others into a living, loving relationship 

with Jesus, Our Lord and Savior and to help strengthen the  spiritual life 

of our    congregations and communities. 

Members are present to each other in Christ’s love.  Prospective mem-

bers are asked to prayerfully discern a calling for a personal commit-

ment to a Rule of Life centered on Prayer, Service, and Evangelism. Ad-

mission to the order requires an interactive training course and yearly 

rededication. The Order is a spiritual community in a busy world where 

women with similar interests can pray, study, share together, affirm 

ministries and support each other. It is not necessary for a woman to be 

a member of  The Order to pray and serve in the church.  Please join us 

Saturday April 7, 2018. 

Are you Interested in participating in one of these Ministries? 

We need to share the ministries of readers, prayer leaders, and 

chalice bearers with more members of our community.  If you 

are interested, please join us on April 15 from 12-1:30 to learn 

more about these important ministries and receive the              

necessary training.  This session will be completed as part of our 

confirmation classes, and all are welcome to join us for this por-

tion of training.   Scott+ 

Why I Love The Gospel of  John                                                  

On April 8, we plan to resume our study of The Gospel of John at 
9:00 AM in the parish hall.  We will begin at chapter 8, verse 1, the 
story of the woman taken in adultery.  It is probably my favorite 
passage in the Bible, and one day while reading it, an idea came to 
me about what Jesus may have been writing in the dust. I love The 
Gospel of John because there are so many things to puzzle over.  I 
learned from Graham Greene’s novel, Monsignor Quixote, that 
“there is no mention of hell in The Gospel of John.”  Why?  And 
there are no parables; instead Jesus speaks using words and 
phrases that people misunderstand, then he tries to explain, and 
they still don’t get it (and often I don’t either).  Jesus tells            
Nicodemus that he must be born again/from above/anew, and 
Nicodemus misunderstands.  How are we to understand this      
passage?  Jesus offers the woman at the well “living water” so that 
she will thirst no more and never die, but on the cross he thirsts 
and then dies.  In The Gospel of John, Jesus seems less human, but 
in John there are passages where he seems more human:  he gets 
tired and sits down, he cries over Lazarus’ death.  As in the Hebrew 
Bible, The Gospel of John has no exorcisms in it, but there’s one 
example of exorcistic language:  “Now is the ruler of this world cast 
out.”  And the  double meaning of cosmos/the world:  on the one 
hand “God so loved the world” (no other gospel says that), but on 
the other hand, through his crucifixion, the ruler of this world 
(Satan?) is cast out.  There’s no institution of the Eucharist in John, 
but there’s Eucharistic language throughout.  No baptism by John 
the Baptist is mentioned either.  And John has a different date for 
the Passover than the synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke).  In John, Jesus dies on the cross at the same time the       
Passover lambs are being slaughtered, in order for them to be  
eaten that evening.  But in the synoptics, the last supper is a Passo-
ver meal, and Jesus is arrested the evening of the Passover.—in 
John, he’s already in the tomb as Passover begins.  And in the syn-
optics, all the action seems to occur in just one year, as only one 
Passover is mentioned.  But in John, three Passovers are men-
tioned.  Why all these differences?  What do they mean?  There 
are many        paradoxes in The Gospel of John, and I’m not sure 
that we can resolve them all.  But I enjoy thinking and wondering 
and talking about them—especially in regard to what they mean to 
our lives as followers of Jesus.  If you’d like to do that too, please 
join us beginning April 8, at 9:00 AM in the parish hall.  -Daniel 
Coleman 


