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AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
 

8/1 Morty & Averil Johnson 
8/14 Christie & Doward      

Hudlow 
8/20 Nigel & Toni Minion 

8/24 Chuck & Susan Coates  

FLOWERS FOR AUGUST 
8/5  Morty & Averil Johnson in 

celebration of their Anniversary 

8/5 Cecelia Johnson in                 

celebration of Lauren Johnson’s           

birthday  
 

8/12 Scott & Tami Painter, in 

celebration of 23 years 

8/19 Chantal Gaudiano in           

loving memory of Anne DeWindt. 
 

8/26 Diane & Bob Andrew in          

celebration of Diane and Mitzi         

Coleman’s Birthdays. 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
8/6 Beth Barrett 

8/6 Lauren Johnson 
8/8 Patricia Tedder 

8/12 Lyn Cone 
8/15 Rick Dorsett 

8/19 Danna Fertsch 
8/22 Nathan Minion 
8/23 Diane Andrew 
8/24 John Hannan 
8/26 Mitzi Coleman 
8/29 Susan Coates 

8/29 Chantal Gaudiano 
8/30 Kate Moore                                        
8/31 Fred Scott  

COFFEE HOSTS FOR AUGUST 

8/5 Daughters of the King 
 

8/12 Kimbrough’s 
 

8/19 Grace2Go 
 

8/26 
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Thoughts on Who We Are and Who We are Becoming. 

In Rob Bell’s latest book, How to Be Here (which I highly          
commend to your reading), he shares a word in Japanese that 
has a powerful way of capturing a special sense of purpose and  
vocation.  That word is ikigai.   
 

Bell writes, “Your ikigai is a web of work and family and play and 
how you spend your time, what you give your energies to, what 
you say “yes” to, what you say “no” to, what new challenges 
you take on, things that come your way that you never wanted 
or planned for or know what to do with—your ikigai is a work in 
progress because you are a work in progress” (56-57). 
 

I shared a few weeks ago at the Grace Town Hall something like 
my ikigai.  My own reason for loving this job called Vicar of 
Grace comes from a sense of mission in this ministry: “To Chal-
lenge and Inspire the People of Grace Episcopal Church to 
dream God’s Dream for this congregation, neighborhood, city, 
and the world; and to lead us toward enacting that dream with 
God, by cultivating a culture of worship & prayer, Christ-
centered  community, and outreach through partnership and                   
servanthood.” 
 

I’ve been asked many times: “Scott, what is your vision for 
Grace.” My response has always been pretty much the same: 
“What is God’s vision for Grace?  What is God already doing in 
and through this congregation?  I’m listening and looking.” 
 

I’m not even sure the word ikigai is meant to apply to an              
organization or a community or a church.  And yet, the                   
questions it raises are exactly the things we should be talking 
about as the people who are Grace Episcopal Church. 
 

How do we spend our time?  What do we say “yes” to?  What 
do we say “no” to?  What new challenges will we take on?  
What are we doing or might we do that seem to be completely 
out of left field – total surprises? 
 

I think I’m starting to get a sense of what makes Grace such a 
special place, such a special people. 
 

Worship and Prayer.  We love to gather for joyful and authentic 
expressions of worship.  We are people who know God as our 
source of being, as our strength, as our inspiration.  We find 
refreshment and renewal in worship together.  We make room 
for many different musical genres and liturgical expressions and 
instruments(!), because we know God has called us from many 
different experiences, cultures, and languages to be church to-
gether.  We are people of prayer.  Many of us find centeredness 
in gathering to wait on the Lord in quiet contemplation.  Others 
are passionate intercessors and live in such a way as to be pray-
ing on behalf of others on a near-constant basis.  There is so 
much more in worship and prayer that God has for us, and I 
believe we are open to all of it. 
 

Community and Care.  The people of Grace care deeply and 
faithfully for one another.  The “greater peace” we share in wor-
ship (ha!), our extended coffee hours, and our joy in many other 
gatherings are signs of our desire to be with one another, to 
know each other more attentively and deeply.  We are a diverse 
community in almost every way – in religious experience, in    

cultural heritage, in sexual orientation, in gender identity, in            
economic status, and the list goes on.  Since we find our bonds 
of affection in Jesus Christ and not in tribal affinities or                   
homogeneity, we are able to stay together and grow in love, 
even as much of the world finds itself torn apart.  And, we care 
for each other.  We take care of one another in times of            
weakness and loss, in times of sickness and death, in times of 
grief and in times of want.  This is what church is supposed to be, 
and it is what we strive to be even though we sometimes fail. 
 

Neighborliness and Hospitality.  We love our neighbors, and we 
want to be a church that serves the people around us.  Grace2Go 
and the Community Garden, Interfaith events on the Labyrinth 
and in Parish Hall, Grace Episcopal School--and free power and 
wifi for those who seek shelter under our breezeway: these are 
all wonderful expressions of our commitment to reaching out to 
others.  We take pride in caring for our campus and making it a 
beautiful and safe place for others to gather.  We have lovely 
spaces for hospitality, and we are always making room for more 
to be with us, to share with us, to join with us.  Hospitality is a 
wonderful spiritual gift of Grace, and I love to see us flourish in 
offering it. 
 
What are you seeing and hearing?  I offer these observations, 
but they don’t comprise a finite list. What inspires your joy and 
commitment in this place?  Please share with me!  Email at           
Vicar@GraceinHouston.org or give me a call at 832.667.8601.  
Let’s talk. 
 

Friends, let’s hear the Spirit calling us deeper into being who we 
are, and into being here – in this moment, in this place, for this 
time.  
 

Scott+ 

mailto:Vicar@GraceinHouston.org
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Community Garden News 

In the following Sundays, we will be trying out 
some new prayers and songs during our worship 
service.  It might be strange to see "Morning  
Prayer with Eucharist" printed in your bulletins, 
but just know that it will be well. 
 

As part of the Episcopal Church, we have a large 
body of prayers to draw from.  We have the Book 
of Common Prayer, which has quite a few for us 
to look at; we have the Bible, which has 150 
psalms and many other prayers; and there are 
countless other resources that we can draw     
upon.  What we will be doing is a Morning Prayer, 
which follows a different pattern than the usual 
Liturgy of the Word, followed by Holy                         
Communion. 
 

Morning Prayer gives us an opportunity to pray 
with different texts, allowing us to delve into the 
emotions and core of the readings.  Even better, 
we will have more room to sing. 
 

As we follow the Morning Prayers, we will be    
doing different kinds of music (for which Grace is 
well known), including different kinds of 
chants. Chanting can be daunting since it can 
seem very complex, but that does not have to be 
the case.  As a congregation, we will be able to 
explore many styles of chant, from the "very          
ancient" melodies from the early Church, to the 
chants that are being written nowadays, to the 
chants that are inspired by the presence of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

I am looking forward to exploring different kinds 
of prayers and music over the next few 

ANNOUNCEMENT: There will be no Second  

Saturday Workdays for AUGUST.  Grace beds are 

sleeping! 

 

 

 

 

 

(Children’s pictures 

used with                         

permission)  

PRAYER AND POTLUCK 
 

Prayer and potluck will not meet this 
month. We will resume in September.  
 

The Gospel reading for Sunday  
August 12, 2018 is John 6:35, 41-51.  

“I am the bread of life.”  
 
You may want to use Lectio Divina to 
review the scripture privately. 

At last count, 13   

melons in the       

home-school        

children's            

garden!!   

Kay & Michael:   
           
“If a child is to keep alive 
his inborn sense of wonder, 
he needs the companionship 
of at least one adult who 
can share it, rediscovering 
with him the joy,             
excitement, and mystery of 
the world we live in.”   
- Rachel Carson 

 Our pollinator garden               

receiving some TLC from         

Barbara, Kay, and little         

Michael, who always makes 

sure there is water for the 

birds.   

Jesse Gay represents 

Grace to the            

neighbors, inviting our 

neighbors to come 

with him to harvest.  
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Adult Education and Christian           
Formation 

 
In August, we will have a series of individual presentations 
during the Sunday 9:00 hour. 
 
On August 5 - Reflections on The 79th General Conven-
tion.  Come hear The Reverend Scott Painter reflect on the 
worship, conversations, and legislation that was passed ef-
fecting the ministry of the church in the next Triennium.   
 
On August 12 - "Gratitude" - Come be a part of a presenta-
tion and conversation on this important subject, led by our 
own Sara Bushell. 
 
On August 19 - TBD 
 
On August 26 - "Spiritual Gifts" - Join Scott+ in a conversa-
tion about how the Holy Spirit inspires and empowers us to 
be God's ministers to one another and to our neighbors in 
the community.  This session will include a short inventory 
to asses our own individual Spiritual Gifts. 

Dear Friends, 

     On Sunday, August 19, 

Grace2Go will serve coffee, 

hot chocolate,  orange 

juice, fruit bars, and     

prayer—immediately after 

the service in the parish 

hall.   
 

We need a few more faithful volunteers for Grace2Go, 

in   order that we might require our volunteers to work 

only one morning per week when we  resume service 

on Tuesday, August 28th.  
 

Please join us on August 19 in the  parish hall to talk 

about becoming a volunteer. Our plan is to divide into 

two teams:  a Tuesday team led by Daniel Coleman, 

and a Thursday team led by Eddie Nnadi. Our hours will 

be from 6:30am to 8:00am each Tuesday and Thurs-

day.  We seek volunteers to commit to  working one 

day each week, either Tuesday or Thursday from 6:30 

am to 8:00 am (either one volunteer could work that 

whole time or two volunteers could work one earlier 

and one later to fill the hour and a half).  We ask for a 

9-month commitment to serve one day each week, 

from August 28 to May 30 (minus any hurricanes, 

floods, storms,  holidays, and personal  difficulties). 
 

Doing this will share the responsibility of this ministry 

with more people, and will help us not only to serve 

coffee and snacks to our neighbors, but will help ena-

ble us to pray with and for them. 
 

Please consider becoming a Grace2Go volunteer.  

Daniel Coleman 

August is our annual Backpack and School Supply Drive. 

We collect these in conjunction with the Weekley YMCA 

to donate to children in our community who might not 

otherwise be able to start their new school year with 

their new  required school supplies.  
 

SUPPLIES NEEDED ARE: 

• Package of pens 

• Package of #2 pencils 

• Pencil Sharpener 

• Erasers 

• 24-pack of crayons or 8 pack of markers or colored     

pencils 

• 12 inch ruler 

• Child safety scissors 

• 2 pocket folders 

• Spiral notebooks (100 sheets) 

• Construction paper 

• Glue or glue sticks 

• Composition notebook 

• Ruled loose leaf 8.5 x 11 paper (wide rule) 

• Backpack 

The drive is from July 16th—August 10th. Box in the back 

of the Church for your contributions. 

Reed Trio Concert at 6 pm, August 19th            
Parish Hall 

 

Bethany Lawrence, Oboe 
Winnie Fan, Clarinet 

Ellis Montes, Bassoon 
 

Come join us for an evening of music written for 
three reed instruments.  Hear the sounds from 
French  composers drawing on their folk music   
traditions to direct their compositions, to           
composers inspired by life from 1920s and 1980s 
America.  Listen to the variety of textures from the 
instruments, from the lush and lyrical to the agile 
and virtuosic. 
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GRACE GOES TO 

LUNCH 

AUGUST 14TH  

GRACE GOES TO 

LUNCH 

Tuesday,  

August 14th @ 12:30 

pm 

El Ranchero 
5300 N Braeswood Blvd,  

Houston, TX 77096  

(713) 283-1388  

Sign up in the Parish Hall. 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

MORNING PRAYER 

THURSDAYS IN THE NAVE 

9:00-9:30 am 

With discussion of the daily readings. 

Sundays @ 9:00 am  

 

 

Sundays @ 9:00 am 

In August, we will have a series of        
individual presentations during the 9:00 
hour. 

 

Contemplative Prayer with Gospel Reading  

Lectio Divina (Conference Room)                                         
Wednesdays @ 6:00 pm 

                            

 

 2nd Saturday @ 11:00 am 

Contemplative Prayer and Sharing in the 

Vicar’s Office 

 

Prayer and Potluck:  Gospel Reading             

led by Cheryl and Phillip Kimbrough 

(bring a dish to share) 

 

ADULT FORMATION & CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

Sundays @ 10 am 

 

 

Children’s Chapel is available during Sunday 

service led by Alex Razim, our  Summer Intern. 

The children leave the church following the 

cross at the Sequence hymn and come back at 

the Peace. 

READING WITH GRACE 
Book GROUP 

 

will meet Thursday the 16th of  
August 

at 2:00 pm in the Small book room 
next to the Nursery. 

Our book selection for the month will 

be  Maise Dobbs 
 Please try to have the book read             

before the next meeting. 
 All are welcome.   

Who are the Daughters of the King? 

 

Women empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

with a vision to know Jesus Christ, to 

make Him known to others, and to       

reflect God’s love throughout the 

world.  Our next meeting is         

August 4th in the Parish  Hall. 

   

WOMEN OF GRACE 
 

The Daughters of Saint Clare Chapter Grace Episcopal 

Church Houston Texas, invite you to consider our order as 

you develop your spiritual life and work with God.  

https://www.google.com/search?source=hp&ei=D0NXW6iiOMXAtQXNi6KoBQ&q=El+Ranchero&oq=El+Ranchero&gs_l=psy-ab.3...2266.5047.0.5424.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0..0.0....0...1.1.64.psy-ab..0.0.0....0.jYLwnpcUNro#

