February, 2019

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

Words from Your Warden
Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your Bishop’s
Warden for the last three years. This last year with Rev.
Scott was inspiring. I am confident he will continue to lead
us on to greater possibilities as a welcoming congregation
and pre-school community. We are equally blessed to have
Rev. Dr. John remaining as our Assisting Priest and Mrs.
Edolia James as Head of School.
We are delighted have Mr. Colin Dunham, Mrs. Melissa
Duran, and Mr. Philip Montgomery as new members of the
Bishop’s Committee. Please give them and the whole team
your support.
This gifted leadership team and an influx of new members
will enhance the overall opportunity for us to continue to
be an instrument of change.
As we venture forth please keep in mind you are Grace
Church and your time, talent and treasure are needed for
us to continue to flourish. If you have not pledged, please
do and as the year proceeds dig deeper with your weekly
offerings. Every penny counts, every minute adds value and
all your artistic gifts enhance our wellbeing. We must
continue to be diligent in all we do, as the battle has just
begun. Keep your eye on the prize, to be awake to God’s Will
and hear the call to serve Our God in whatever way needed.
A special thank you for allowing me to be your Alternate
Delegate to Council.
Respectfully yours,
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“Grace for the Way Ahead”

goodbye to beloved staff and called
several new individuals to support us in
As Christians, we are always challenged to
be on the move. The stories of our tradition our ministry and life together. We
experimented with new worship forms, with
testify to a life of faith spurred to action,
outreach programming, with new
called out of comfort, inspired to cross
community groups and classes, with new
borders, and compelled to press forward.
liturgies, language, and music. We explored
We recall the voice of God to Abraham,
new ways of inhabiting interior and
inviting him to move faithfully to a strange
exterior spaces on our campus to facilitate
land; or to Sarah, promising that she would connection, outreach and worship. We
bear a child in old age. We think of the
worked to strengthen the church’s bonds
prophet Isaiah, who
with our school as a
Welcome to the life of faith in
challenged Israel to
ministry and outreach of
Christian community. And,
“enlarge the place of
Grace.
your tent” to facilitate welcome to Grace.
All of this only scratches
the enormity of God’s
the surface. Our journey in
blessing that was promised to come; and
2018
was
fun
and
exhausting, joyful and
Jonah, commanded to travel to the land of
frustrating, hopeful and irritating,
his enemies and call for repentance (with
invigorating and challenging, inspiring and
the terrifying prospect that they might be
saved!). And, of course, we always lift up the stretching and exciting. And there is more
to come!
witness of Jesus Christ, God Incarnate, who
“did not regard equality with God as
Welcome to the life of faith in Christian
something to be exploited but emptied
community. And, welcome to Grace.
himself…being born in human likeness…and
As I reflect joyfully on our Annual Meeting
became obedient to the point of death,” as
last Sunday, my prayer is that we will
St. Paul proclaims to the Philippians.
wholeheartedly celebrate the joys and
To walk this life of faith, and especially to
accomplishments of 2018, honor the legacy
follow our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, is
of this congregation on which today’s good
to walk a path fraught with change and
work is founded, and
transition and difference, through a
be inspired by God’s
landscape dotted with promise and hope
vision for this
and renewal. We walk this path for a
community in 2019 and
purpose – that we may, more and more,
beyond.
accept God’s dream for our lives and enact
With you in ministry,
God’s dream for this world.

The year 2018 was one full of promise and
new life. You called a new Vicar, appointed
by Bishop Doyle to lead this community. We
worried about falling attendance and low
school enrollment, and we prayerfully
strategized to reverse those trends. We said
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RECEIVE THE GIFT OF BAPTISM,
CONFIRMATION OR RECEPTION: CLASSES
COMING
In the Sacrament of Baptism, we receive
the gift of new life in Christ and belonging
in the church. In Confirmation, we make a
public confession of our faith and
commitment to Christian community in the
church. Reception is the means by which
an individual who was previously
confirmed in another tradition is formally
received into the Episcopal Church.
Bishop Jeff Fisher will be with us on
February 10 to baptize, confirm, and
receive those who wish to receive the
sacraments of Baptism and/or
Confirmation (and Reception).
The final class for those wishing to learn
more and prepare will be February 3, from
11:30 AM-3:00 PM. Please contact The Rev.
Scott Painter for more information.
(Vicar@graceinhouston.org)

We encourage you to take a free copy of
Forward Day by Day.
They can be found in the church narthex.
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Learn More about Yourself and
How You Relate to Others!
A 9-week Small Group Study, coming Sunday
evenings in MARCH. If you are interested,
please contact The Rev. Scott Painter
(Vicar@graceinhouston.org) to learn more and
sign up . Cost is $40 to cover materials.
Scholarships available!

I Love Micah
Adult Study, Sundays in March at 9:00 am

I love Micah (whose name means Who is
like YHWH?) because his little prophetic
book contains the most famous Torah
summary of the Hebrew Bible: “to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God.” I can’t help but
compare it with the Torah summaries of
Tobit, Rabbi Hillel, and Jesus.
I also love it because of the not-quiteresolved tension between judgment and
mercy, affirming and alternating between both, and ending with the suggestion that his mercy ultimately triumphs.

Our study of Micah’s seven chapters will
begin on February 3, at 9:00am in the
parish hall. I hope to see you then.
Please bring your Bible.
Daniel Coleman
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PRAYER AND POTLUCK
(No Meeting in February)
We will not meet this month. All are invited to explore our
Gospel reading for February on your own for personal
enrichment. We will resume March 9, 2019.
The March 10, 2019 Gospel Reading is Luke 5:1-11
Jesus Calls His First Disciples
A thought to consider when reading this scripture:
“Recall a time in your life when you were just about to

give up your goal and God stepped in”

The Calling of the Apostles Peter and Andrew
Painting by Duccio

As you go about your faith walk in the coming weeks consider contemplation:

Stop, close your eyes; Still the mind if only for five minutes, then open your eyes and
your heart and consider what needs to be done.
Contact Cheryl Kimbrough for more information.
ckimbro123@aol.com

5

Annual Meeting
Sunday, 2019
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ADULT FORMATION & CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sundays @ 9:00 AM
Sundays @ 9:00 am

Adult Forum: Bible Study on the
Book of Micah
Contemplative Prayer with Gospel
Reading Lectio Divina (Library)

Book Group

CHILDREN’S CHAPEL
Sundays @ 10 am

Reading With Grace

Children’s Chapel is available each
Sunday. The children exit the church
following the cross before the first
Lesson and return at the Peace.

The Reading With Grace Book Club
will be meeting Thursday, February
21 at 2 pm in the Flex Room. This
month’s selection is Motherless
Brooklyn by Jonathan Letham.
As an alternative we have chosen
Educated by Tara Westover.

Join us on Social Media:
Facebook /GraceinHouston
Twitter @GEpiscopal
Instagram @grace_in_houston

Daughters of the King?

And on the Web at
The Saint Clare Chapter of
the Daughters of the King
invites all women of Grace to join us on our
spiritual journey.
As Daughters, we are charged with daily prayer,
service, evangelism and the strengthening of the
spiritual life of the parish.
We meet the first
Saturday of each month at 10:00 AM in the Flex
Room.
We would love to have you!
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