January, 2019

BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH
3rd
5th
6th
8th
12th
19th
23rd
31st

CL Johnson
Mario Ruiz
Rowan Painter
Bob Duran
Morty Johnson
Christopher Coates
Cheri Jones-Ingram
Cecelia Johnson

Please tell us if we forgot yours!
ANNIVERSARIES
5TH

Dorothy Hickman-Joseph
COFFEE HOUR

6th

DOK-Reception for Jadiel
Ruiz
13th Benn Parnell & Bob Olson
20th Phillip & Cheryl Kimbrough
27th Annual Parish Meeting
ALTAR FLOWERS
6TH

Robert & Norma
Burlingame: Grandson
Miles
13th Phillip & Cheryl
Kimbrough: memory of
Rose Kimbrough
20th The Rev. Scott Painter:
anniversary of ordination
27th Cecelia Johnson
Please Join Us for the Annual Parish Meeting
Each January, the people of Grace gather to reflect on our common life, recall our shared
ministry of the past year, and listen together to hear God’s call for life and ministry in the year
to come. On January 27, 2019 at our Annual Meeting, we will receive reports from ministry
leaders, listen to a word of vision for 2019 from our Vicar, and cast votes to elect leaders to the
Bishop’s Committee and Diocesan Council.
If you call Grace your church home, you are welcome to attend! If you are baptized and
confirmed, and your membership letter is on file at Grace, you are invited to participate by
vote in calling leaders to Bishop’s Committee, School Board, and Diocesan Council . We hope
you will be able to be with us for this important gathering! (11:30 AM in Parish Hall)

2019: A Year of Hospitality and Connection

folks visit our campus, whether for school
business, for a community event, or for
worship, they are met with love and
kindness – consistently greeted with
warmth, generously assisted in finding
their way around, kindly thanked for being
with us and always invited back. We
welcome visitors unconditionally, affirm
difference and diversity, and make space
for the new experiences and perspectives
that others bring. I am so grateful that this
value of welcoming was already
wholeheartedly embraced before I arrived
at Grace early last year.

“God's Creation gives us a model for making
and sharing homes with people, but the
reality of God's Trinitarian life suggests that
Christian hospitality goes farther than that.
We are not meant simply to invite people into
our homes, but also to invite them into our
lives.” (Lauren F. Winner, Mudhouse Sabbath)
I’ve been thinking a great deal about
hospitality lately. I’ve been thinking about
what it would take for us to make the kind
of space in our life together in order to
nurture meaningful and lasting connection
for newer members and newcomers to our
church community.

It is one thing, however, to feel welcomed
among people, and quite another to
become connected with them.
Continued on p. 5, “Vicar”

Grace is truly a welcoming congregation.
Almost everybody agrees on this. When

Update on our 2019 Annual Stewardship Campaign
Dear Grace Community:
I am thrilled to announce that our Growing in Grace 2019 Stewardship Campaign was the
most successful campaign in recent memory. I am extremely grateful for your commitments to support the on-going ministries that God is overseeing at Grace Episcopal
Church.
Our stewardship goal of $145,000.00 was met and surpassed with the final pledge commitments totaling more than $161,000.00 from 49 pledges. This achievement will allow us to
begin 2019 with a strong budget reflecting our values, priorities, and vision for the future.
To that end, and as I promised at our In-gathering Sunday, I look forward to leading our
2020 Stewardship
Campaign.
Many thanks to all
of you. May God
continue to bless
Grace.
In Christ,
Bob Duran,
Stewardship Chair
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Special Celebration on Epiphany Sunday—
Baptism and Shower for Jadiel Pineda Ruiz

Looking Back at 2018 and
Forward to 2019

by The Rev. Dr. John Graham, Assisting Priest

The beginning of
a new year is always exciting and
a great time to reflect on the year
gone by. Clearly,
the most exciting
thing that happened this past
year at Grace
Episcopal Church
was the arrival of
our new Vicar,
The Rev. Scott
Painter. It is the
custom when a
new Vicar arrives
for all in-place clergy to resign. The idea is
that this allows the new Vicar to set the
agenda and bring in a new staff if he or
she feels it necessary. Having a former
priest hanging around isn’t always the best.
However, Scott thought differently and
asked me to stay on as an Assisting Priest,
which I am happy to do.

The Principal Feast of Epiphany falls on a Sunday this year. It marks the end of the Christmas
Season and recalls the journey of the Magi to
visit the Christ Child.

This year, we will have the joy of celebrating
the birth and Holy Baptism of Jadiel Pineda
Ruiz, son of Mario and Maria Ruiz, on Epiphany Sunday. (Mario has been Grace's Sexton
for almost 19 years!)
Because of medical complications at Jadiel's
birth and subsequent hospitalization, we
have been unable before now to organize a
celebration of Jadiel's birth. All are invited to
bring gifts for Jadiel and his family on January 6, where we will shower them with love
during a special Coffee Hour after the service. (Jadiel is now almost 5 months old and
14 lbs.)
Please contact The Rev. Scott Painter
(Vicar@graceinhouston.org or Cecelia Johnson (cecedok1@gmail.com) with questions or
for more information.

One thing I am pleased about is that Scott
has appreciated the many activities the
people of Grace are already engaged in,
and he has supported them. He added
things too, like Pentecost Party in the Front
Yard, shortly after he arrived. (It was fajitas
with all the trimmings on the Veranda, as I
recall.) And, there was one of those inflatable jump and bounce houses for the kids. I
wanted to try it out, but my wife restrained
me.

And, who can forget The Rev. Scott Painter
in his priestly garments playing an accordion – yes, an accordion, strapped to his
body while leading a parade of parishioners in marching from the parking lot and
along West Bellfort street and into the front
door of the church. When was that? Pentecost morning, as I recall. Not only that, our
new Vicar can sing and play the piano
beautifully. (Continued on p 6, “Looking”)
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PRAYER AND POTLUCK

Saturday, January 12, 11 AM
Please join us for scripture study this
month. All are invited to join us as we
explore our Gospel readings for personal
enrichment in a communal atmosphere.
Each participant is asked to bring a
brunch item or beverage to share during
our study as we seek to nourish both the
body and the mind, knowing the Spirit is
with us always.
Readings for Sunday, January 13, 2019
Gospel Reading
Luke 13:15-7, 21-22 “The Baptism of Jesus”
The question is:
What does “Baptism”
mean to YOU?
Contact Cheryl Kimbrough
for more information.
ckimbro123@aol.com

WORDS FROM YOUR WARDEN
This time last year I shared
my thoughts on our “State Of
The Union” as the Lay Person
in Charge, with “What makes
a church grow?” by Randy
Pope from his book, The
Intentional Church.
Pope wrote: What makes a
church grow?
1. Biblical theology and
polity
2. The presence and practice of spiritual
disciplines leading to renewal in the body
3. Spiritual, discerning, and gifted
leadership
4. Spiritual and ministry-oriented laity
5. Improved facilities
6. Adequate financial resources
7. Effective ministry plan
We were actively engaged in all those points
while finalizing the contract for a new Vicar. I
noted our most pressing issue was adequate
financial resources. This year we have a Vicar
that helps us tick all seven boxes. Do not
become complacent. We still need to do our
part to reach our short and long term goals.
Although finances still loom as a constant, we
are currently on pace to reach our goal of
being fiscally solvent enough with a growing
membership to return to parish status. We
must continue to be that welcoming
congregation sharing our spiritual journeys
through worship, fellowship, and outreach. We
as the laity must actively support our
shepherd as we engage in prayer, service and
evangelism. We need to be obedient and follow
God’s word.
We will begin this fiscal year with three
members transitioning off the Bishop’s
Committee: two finishing elected terms and
myself as an appointee. You will have the
opportunity to elect three new committee
members at our Annual Meeting, to ensure our
continued resurgence.
My heartfelt thanks for your assistance while
serving as your Bishop’s Warden.
Respectfully yours,
Cheryl Ladner Kimbrough
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“Vicar”, continued from p. 2

This will involve some changes to our
facilities, it will mean new programming
that intentionally brings us together, and it
will mean – as all change does – sunsetting
some old ways of doing things to make
space for more inclusive and expansive
modes.

To be sure, many folks who are more
recent arrivals with me to this
congregation have found their way toward
a next level of participating or belonging –
exploring expressions of new ministry,
bringing inspired ideas from former
God has a beautiful dream for this world,
church communities, pledging to
for this city, and for this neighborhood
financially support the life of Grace in a
new year, committing
God has a beautiful dream for this world, around us in Southwest
to new areas of service. for this city, and for this neighborhood Houston. And God has
included Grace
I am so grateful for this around us in Southwest Houston.
Episcopal Church in
positive energy.
making
that
dream
come true.
This is a good start, but we will have to do
I look forward to sharing more about this
vision for inclusive and expansive
hospitality with you at our Annual Meeting
on January 27. I hope that everyone who
calls Grace home, or who
wants to call Grace home,
will be with us on that day.

more work at becoming the kind of people
who can continually make space for more
and more people to connect and
transform us with who they are and what
they bring.

I believe that God is calling us, in 2019, to
discover new ways of fostering deeper
relationship with all who find their way to
us and desire to know Grace as home. We
are being called into a deep hospitality
that goes beyond welcome to be with us, to
invitation for becoming part of us.
RECEIVE THE GIFT OF BAPTISM,
CONFIRMATION OR RECEPTION: CLASSES COMING
In the Sacrament of Baptism, we receive the gift
of new life in Christ and belonging in the
church. In the Sacrament of Confirmation, we
make a public confession of our faith and
commitment to Christian community in the
church. Reception is the means by which an
individual who was previously confirmed in
another tradition is formally received into the
Episcopal Church.
Bishop Jeff Fisher will be with us on February 10
to baptize, confirm, and receive those who wish
to receive the sacraments of Baptism and/or
Confirmation (and Reception).
We will offer two sessions for those wishing to
learn more and prepare. They will be on
January 20, from 11:30 AM-3:00 PM, and
February 3, from 11:30 AM-2:00 PM. Please learn
more from Scott at Vicar@graceinhouston.org.
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“Looking,” continued from p. 3

Scott brought Ellis Montes to be our new
Music Director and with our great choir, Ellis has brought our Sunday worship music
to another level. Do you know how many
musical instruments Ellis can play? Shall I
try to name them all? Bassoon, ukulele, recorder, flute – I give up. I know there are
more… Oh yes, and drums. He can even
beat sticks together and make them sound
great. That’s not all, when Ellis invites his
mother, Sandra Montes, to join our choir,
she sings with us like an angel from heaven.
We are blessed. Thank you, Scott, for bringing Ellis on board.
As a priest, I also know numbers are important, especially to our Bishop. I am talking about Average Sunday Attendance,
which this year has gone up by about fifty
percent. The number of new financial
pledges rose significantly. When attendance goes up and pledging goes up, it puts
a smile on our Bishop’s face. Not only that,
it signifies excitement and life and the
Spirit’s work.
More than all this the Painter family – Scott,
Tami, and Rowan -- has shown their love for
the people of Grace in many ways and, not
the least, by inviting everyone to their lovely
home during the Christmas holidays to sing
Christmas carols with our pianist Neil Massey at the piano. What a lovely time for all.
Being invited into their home was a fitting
symbol of the love Scott and Tami have
demonstrated for all who come to Grace
church: All are welcome. All are valued. All
are loved.
I think you can see from all I have said this
has been an exciting year at Grace. We are
blessed by Scott Painter’s leadership, and
God is blessing all who are part of our community. For me, this means we can anticipate an exciting year ahead in 2019. Our
new Vicar has laid a foundation upon which
Grace Church will continue to grow and
prosper.
Thanks be to God!
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THANK YOU!

Dear Friends,
Thank you very much for the generous outpouring of love that
you shared in gifts toward a wonderful Christmas purse for
my family and me. I receive your generosity as a touching sign
of the bonds of love and mutual respect that have grown in
our life together over the past (nearly) year.
We look forward to a wonderful year full of vision, fun, and
good fruits as we continue on the journey through 2019, into
God's dream for the world, our neighborhood, and for Grace.
Affectionately,
The Reverend Scott Painter, Vicar

Advent and Christmas at Grace
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ADULT FORMATION & CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sundays @ 9:00 AM
Sundays @ 9:00 am

Adult Forum: Testimonies and Opportunities of Expanded Ministry
Contemplative Prayer with Gospel
Reading Lectio Divina (Library)

Book Group

CHILDREN’S CHAPEL
Sundays @ 10 am

Reading With Grace

Children’s Chapel is available each
Sunday. The children exit the church
following the cross before the first
Lesson and return at the Peace.

The Reading With Grace Book
Group resumes January 17th at 2
p.m. in the Flex room. We will be
discussing the book The Curious

Incident Of The Dog In The
Night-time, by Mark Haddon.
All are welcome to join us.

Join us on Social Media:
Facebook /GraceinHouston
Twitter @GEpiscopal
Instagram @grace_in_houston

Daughters of the King?

And on the Web at
The Saint Clare Chapter of
the Daughters of the King
invites all women of Grace to join us on our
spiritual journey.
As Daughters, we are charged with daily prayer,
service, evangelism and the strengthening of the
spiritual life of the parish.
We meet the first
Saturday of each month at 10:00 AM in the Flex
Room.
We would love to have you!
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graceinhouston.org

