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Birthdays for the 

Month of                    

January 

1/3 C.L. Johnson 

1/5 Mario Ruiz 

1/8 Bob Duran 

1/12 Morty Johnson 

1/13 Melba Hartwig 

1/14 Tom Rubenak 

1/28 Cameron Davis 

1/31 Cecelia Johnson 

January                   

Anniversaries 

 

1/5 Dorothy Hickman– Joseph 

 

Sunday Morning Coffee Hosts 
 
 

1/7 - DOK 

 

1/14-  The Kimbrough’s 

 

1/21 -  

 

1/28- Potluck Parish           

 Dinner 

HAPPY NEW 
YEAR!!! 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

GRACE ANNUAL MEETING 
 

SUNDAY, JAN. 28, 2017, 

11:45 am to 1:00 pm 

 

POTLUCK LUNCH 
Please sign up in the Parish Hall to bring a dish 

to share. 

THANK YOU!! 

 

ELECTIONS FOR 

BISHOP’S COMMITTEE 
 One three year seat 

 One two year seat 

 Four School Board vacancies this year 

 

Diocesan Council -(Galveston)  

alternate delegate - one seat 
 

Please see a Bishop’s Committee member for more              

information about the roles and prayerful                

discernment in serving on the Bishop’s Committee. 



  

  From the Bishop’s Committee,      
at Grace Episcopal Church in Houston, TX 
www.graceinhouston.org 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Baldwin Needham was truly a faithful servant of the Living God and of all of us here at Grace. He will be greatly missed.  
 

Mr. Baldwin took his nightly walk and checked all the doors of the church, to be sure that they were locked and that all 
was well. He made a point of coming into the Church on Saturday evenings to get the coffee pot ready to be plugged in for 
Sunday morning. He faithfully worked in our Grace community garden, and would often go out in the evening to sit on the 
garden wall, just to enjoy the evening sky and to talk to anyone who was there. 
 

Baldwin supported the weekly Morning Prayer group and always had much to offer about the daily office scriptures that 
were read. He was also a devoted attendee of monthly “Prayer and Potluck” where we examine Sunday’s gospel lesson in 
three translations of the Bible. 
 

He faithfully served and led the “Grace2Go” ministry on Tuesday and Thursday mornings which ministers to school kids 
waiting for their bus, and drivers passing by who pull in for prayer, a coffee or hot chocolate, a banana or fruit bar. He al-
ways came early to ensure that the coffee got made and that all who stopped by were listened to and prayed for. We will 
miss his leadership. 
 

Baldwin served as a Eucharistic Minister, Eucharistic Visitor, Usher, Acolyte and a Reader. He also offered his prior expe-
rience as a school principal by serving as President of the Grace Day School Board. 
 

Mr. Baldwin will always be loved and cherished by all of us here at Grace Episcopal School.  He was a great supporter 
of the school and was truly appreciated by each one of us.  Even though we will miss his welcoming smile and heart-
felt greetings, we know that we have a special loving and caring angel watching over our Grace Family. – Edolia 
James, Head of Grace Day School 

 

Baldwin often spoke of how he missed the evenings in Jamaica where people would walk by his home and stop for         
conversation and laughter. Grace Church plans to have a special Memorial Service for him later in the month of January 
after his funeral in Jamaica. 
 
The whole Needham Family are in our thoughts and prayers.  
God’s Peace be with you all. 

 
 

 

http://www.graceinhouston.org


  

 

What’s Happening                                                                                                                         
for Seniors in                               
JANUARY 

Senior’s Luncheon 

Tuesday,  
Jan. 9th  

12:30 PM 

McHUGHTEA 
5305 Bissonnet St. D, 

Bellaire, TX 77401.    

Sign up in the Parish 

Christian Education 

ADULT FORMATION & CHRISTIAN EDUCATION       

 

Sundays @ 9:00 am  

 

 

 

Sundays @ 9:00 am 

Bible study, The Gospel of John  

led by Daniel Coleman 
 

 

Contemplative Prayer with Gospel Reading  

                Lectio Divina (Conference Room)                                          

 
Wednesdays @ 6:00 pm 
                            
 
2nd Saturday @ 11:00 am 

Contemplative Prayer and book study 
 
 
Prayer and Potluck:  Gospel Reading                

led by Cheryl and Phillip Kimbrough 
(bring a dish to share) 

  
Morning Prayer 

THURSDAYS 

9:00-9:30 am 

In the back of the 

Church  

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

Sundays @ 10 am 

  

  

Godly Play (Godly Play Room) -          

Children join the worship service to 

receive Holy Communion, led by 

Christie Hudlow 

Community of Hope Training 
 

New Class begins February 5th  
Monday evenings, 5:00 – 8:00 pm 
Christ the King, Lutheran Church 

 

$120 for all materials.  Registration deadline is Jan. 15 
Contact Beverly Davis beverlydavis@ctkelc.org  

 

Do you want to deepen your relationship with God? Do you want to 
strengthen your ability to handle difficult circumstances in your every-
day life? Do you want to be a better listener—to God, to your own 
heart, to your neighbor?  Then, the Community of Hope might be for 
you!  The Community of Hope training awakens participants to God’s 
call on their lives through experiential discovery and understanding of 
their own spiritual gifts for ministry.  
The experience builds community and develops spiritually centered 
pastoral caregivers, equipped for ministry in multiple settings, includ-
ing their own families, workplace and civic organizations, as well as in 
traditional ministry settings such as the congregation, hospitals, nurs-
ing homes and hospice. 
Visit www.cohinternational.org. 

I’D WRITE FOR YOU A RAINBOW 

By Ann Weems 

If I could, I’d write for you a rain-

bow 

And splash it with all the colors of 

God 

And hang it in the window of your            

being 

So that each new God’s morning 

Your eyes would open first  

                              to Hope and Promise. 

 

If I could, I’d wipe away your tears 

And hold you close forever in sha-

lom. 

But God never promised 

I could write a rainbow, 

Never promised I could suffer for 

you, 

Only promised I could love you. 

That I do. 

mailto:beverlydavis@ctkelc.org
http://www.cohinternational.org


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Dinner at Grace  December 2017 
With  

CEOL NA CROI  
(which means "Music of the Heart" in Gaelic) 

PRAYER AND POTLUCK 
Saturday, January 13, 2018 

 
Please join us for scripture study this month. All are invited to join us as we explore our Gospel readings for personal en-
richment in a communal atmosphere. Each participant is asked to bring a brunch item or beverage to share during our 
study as we seek to nourish both the body and the mind, knowing the Spirit is with us always.  

 
The January 14, 2013 Scripture Reading 

John 1:43-51 “Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael”  
 

The question is:  
What does “Come and See” mean to YOU? 



January 2018 Words from Your Warden: 

Thank you for the opportunity to share my thoughts on our “State Of The Union” as the Bishop’s Warden. This is a 

new year bringing tremendous opportunity for us to be that beacon in a community on the precipice of change.  Grace 

continues to be a welcoming congregation sharing our spiritual journeys through worship, fellowship, and outreach. 

As I pondered over which to give first, the good news or the cause for concern news, I decided to offer the good news 

first. We the Bishop Committee are in the final stages of signing a contract for a new Vicar. 

The Bishop’s Committee worked earnestly with Diocese to find the best possible fit for our small community. The 

primary goal was to find a leader with vision to help us grow and return to parish status. Our time line changed but 

the plan and goal is still viable. 

When we were writing our ministry plan, in addition to The Bible, I reviewed The Intentional Church by Randy Pope.  

Pope wrote:  What makes a church grow? 

1. Biblical theology and polity 

2. The presence and practice of spiritual disciplines leading to renewal in the body 

3. Spiritual, discerning, and gifted leadership 

4. Spiritual and ministry-oriented laity 

5. Improved facilities 

6. Adequate financial resources 

7. Effective ministry plan  

 

It is no surprise that we are actively engaged in all these points. That’s the good news. Our sticking point is that all 

are evolutionary and demand constant attention. As we enter 2018 our most pressing issue is adequate financial 

resources. 

 

At year end we only had 70 percent in pledges of our projected need for sustainability as a mission. That is our 

elephant in the room. If you have not pledged, please do and as the year proceeds dig deeper with your weekly 

offerings. Every penny counts.  

 

We have much to be proud of and thankful for: our community garden continues to flourish; our twice-a-week 

Grace2Go free coffee and prayer express has served nearly 6,000 of our neighbors; and our outdoor labyrinth 

provides a sacred space for walking meditation, prayer and respite for our community. We have many ministries 

that offer something for everyone. Your contributions of time, talent and treasure will help keep our doors open and 

ensure that lives will continue to be touched and transformed by God’s love as expressed through the ministries of 

Grace. 

 

Please note, my elected term completes this year. I have been asked to remain in place as the Bishop’s Warden 

another year as an appointee to assist in the transitioning process of the new Vicar. 2019 will have three openings, 
two regular vacancies and one term of two years to replace my appointed position to an elected position. During 

2018 please prayerfully consider applying for one of these. 

 
Respectfully yours, 

Cheryl Ladner Kimbrough, Bishop’s Warden 
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