
   

 

 

 
June/July 2019 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
1st Neve Minion 
2nd Armin Abedi 
 Dorchehabedi 
6th Laurel Kelly 
7th Jackie Godwin 
10th Jackie Berger 
17th Sara Bushell 
21st Helen Rose Ebaugh 
26th Edward Nnadi 
 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
2nd Christopher Spadone   
 Lisa Carter 
4th Grey Arvizu  
6th Averil Johnson  
8th Ellis Montes 
14th Melanie Dando 
16th Phillip Montgomery 
25th Carla Hawke & Zoe Matula 
30th Mario Ruiz 

 Please tell us if we forgot yours! 
 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 
4th The Rev. Dr. John and Pat 
 Graham 
4th Phillip &  Cheryl  
 Kimbrough 
5th Robert & Norma  
 Burlingame 

11th Jim & Gwen Pauloski 

(None listed for July) 

 

See back page for Flower 
Dedications and Coffee Hour 
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Dear Friends, 

Written into the story of creation is the very first sabbath.  “Sabbath” in English comes 
from the Hebrew word “Shabbat,” which means to rest, or, literally, to “cease to work.”   

In the book of Genesis, we are told that after six cosmic days of creating (God’s action of 
bringing into being this world and everything in it), God affirmed the goodness of 
creation.  And then on the seventh day, God rested.  God rested! 

I’ve often contemplated the mystery of GOD—boundless and infinite-–needing, or even 
just wanting, to rest.  

I do not believe that God has limits that require a good night’s sleep to keep going.  I do 
not believe that God gets “maxed out” after a full day—or even six full days—of dealing 
with all our human drama. 

But we do find that God set into the work of creation a pattern of work and rest.  God 
established rest as a part of the world’s natural rhythm. 

I wonder if shabbat was as much for the sake of the newly-created 
world as it was for GOD in that origin story? 

I wonder, while each of us is acutely aware of our personal 
limitations and sometimes exhaustion, if our own need for sabbath 
is as much for the sake of those around us as it is for replenishing 
ourselves? 

-- 

In our life together as church, we also need to take time for rest. 

The year behind us since last Summer has been one full of activity 
and work and growth, full of programming and experiments and 
new initiatives.  Some of us are tired.  Some of us are making others tired.  And some of 
us just need time to catch up—emotionally, spiritually, and physically—with all that God 
has done in renewing our faith community. 

And so, we will make time for some rest together.  During the months of June and July, 
our pace will slow and our rhythm of life together will hold space to breathe.  

Everything won’t come to a halt—we will keep gathering weekly for Sunday learning, 
worship, and fellowship; we will still take care of one another; the church and school staff 
will plan for the new program year starting in Fall, your Bishop’s Committee will continue 
to meet to refine our community’s core values, set priorities, and give counsel to your 
Vicar.   

**Individually, I hope everyone will continue to honor our financial and Sunday serving 
commitments, to sustain the ministry and worship life of Grace Episcopal Church.  (Our 
bills, for sure, will not take a Sabbath!) 

(Continued on page 3) 
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While the ministries that are central to who 
we are will not be interrupted, extra 
programming will dial back, the wave of 
experiments and special offerings will 
recede, and the calendar overall will 
exhibit more “open” days.  We will have a 
taste of a Summer Sabbath, even as we 
continue in life together and prepare for 
the Fall. 

I hope that during these summer months, 
you will take time to care for yourself.  
Read a new book, take a walk after the sun 
goes down, call a friend on the telephone, 
or do whatever feeds your spirit.  Perhaps 
we can also be intentional about 
connecting with one another in more 
informal settings.  Maybe make it a habit 
to invite one or two people to dinner or 
lunch – folks you haven’t gotten to know 
yet.  It could be a wonderful time of new 
friendship and fellowship. 

During these summer months, please stay 
connected to your community, committed 
to one another.  And please know that I 
remain available to make sure that you are 
cared for in any pastoral needs or 
emergencies. 

In Christ who is our Peace, 

 

(Continued from page 2) PRAYER AND POTLUCK 
Saturday, June 15, 2019 

 
Please join us for scripture study this month. 
Bible study is among several traditional   
disciplines that can help us grow in our    
understanding our faith. All are invited to 
join us as we explore our Gospel readings 
for personal enrichment in a communal     
atmosphere. Each participant is asked to 
bring a brunch item or beverage to share 
during our study as we seek to nourish both 
the body and the mind, knowing the Spirit is 
with us always.  

 
The Sunday, June 16, 2019 Gospel Reading 

 
John 16:12-15 

 “The Spirit Will Guide You into All Truth” 
 

Question  
How has the Spirit of Truth  

touched your life? 
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Greetings, from your Summer Intern 

 Hello Grace Episcopal, 

My name is Liam Barr and I am a rising college senior. I’m      
originally from Greenville, South Carolina and attend Da-
vidson College, a small school outside of Charlotte, North 
Carolina. I am a Religious Studies major, Latin American stud-
ies minor, and studied abroad in Ecuador last fall! 

Outside of academics, I am involved in Canterbury Fellowship, 
the college’s Episcopal student group, am vice president of 
the college’s outdoors program, and a student employee at           
Davidson’s on-campus hotel. I enjoy engaging in conversa-
tions about theology, current events, and Game of Thrones. 
Some things to know about me are that I love reading, meet-
ing new people, and trying new things. My most recent ven-
ture has been learning to make bread from scratch! 

 As my Episcopal career goes, I have been involved with the 
Episcopal Church my entire life. Through my involvement in 
church, I have been connected with many extraordinary opportunities. These include 
working with and getting to know refugee and homeless individuals in North and South 
Carolina, performing a research project with an Episcopal church located in a margin-
alized neighborhood of Quito, Ecuador, and hosting U.S. mission groups in Costa Rica 
on behalf of the Diocese (many of whom were from Houston!). Through all of these expe-
riences, I have been blessed to meet many wonderful people and have constantly been 
surprised to see God act in the world in new and incredible ways. 

I am looking forward to being in Houston and getting to know you all! 

Parables—beginning Sunday, June 16, at 9am in the Parish Hall 
      

 

Jesus’ parables are not just simple stories that his 
disciples could easily remember, they are intentionally  
subversive:  they question whether we should understand 
the Kingdom of God, the world, and people, the way we 
usually do.  They are “thoughts that wound from behind”—
where we’re not looking.  
 
In this study, we’ll consider how parables differ from 
myths, and how Jesus may have intended his parables to 
be understood and misunderstood.  We’ll examine the key/
master parable; compare Jesus’ parables to those in the 
Hebrew Bible, the Talmud, and Buddha’s parables; and 
consider why Jesus and the writers of the three synoptic 
gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) left most of his 
parables uninterpreted. 
 
Please bring your Bible and a pencil. 
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TEACHER APPRECIATION SUNDAY WAS MAY 19, 
AND IT WAS AWESOME! 
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  God is Present! Finding God in our Human Lives 
By Lisa Bullock 

 
The month of May, 2019 has undoubtedly been the most profound time 
of my life.  It began on April 30th with my quarterly Oncology follow-
up.  Great news, the CT scan of my body (from the neck down) showed 
no new signs of cancer.  My Oncologist happily delivered the words 
that I was "cancer free".  What joyful news; but before taking the next 
breath, she continued to say that my care was to be re-assigned to a 
new primary oncologist as she had accepted a position at another 
hospital. That wonderful news of being cancer free was immediately 
overshadowed by a feeling of abandonment, fear and uncertainty of 
what was to come.  Who would take care of me? For the first time in al-
most 3 years with this  doctor (and many difficult appointments), I lost my composure and im-
mediately began to cry. I trusted this doctor with my life and she was leaving me.  “I am lost, 
God—where are you?”  It didn't take long for the emotion of fear to transition to anger and 
frustration, with me not knowing who my next care provider would be and who would make 
that decision?  “God, where are you?” 

Still winding my way through a lot of feelings and emotions, it was now May 8th and time for my 
quarterly follow up with my radiation oncologist to let me how things are in       command cen-
tral, my brain.  As is often true, the first provider in the treatment room was the nurse practi-
tioner—usually to give me a brief overview of the prior day's test, good news and that I was free 
to go unless I had questions for the doctor.  Not today.  She sat down and began loading the 
MRI images from my prior 3 month visit and the prior day’s results.  She casually explained that 
while there was no cancer in my brain on the January scan, that day’s test indicated 5 new le-
sions.  My heart felt like it hit the floor.  How could so much happen in 3 months?  Devastating 
news, shock, disbelief.  How could this be true? I have no symptoms. What's the plan? What 
happened?  “God where are you?” 

“Really God, now would be a good time - I need you - Please come.” 

Some moments later, the doctor entered the room confirming the test results as "not good", 
but with the news, "I have a treatment for 
you; and that isn't something that I get to 
say to all of my pa- tients."  She explained 
that the normal scheduling time for 
the Gamma Knife treatment is about a 3 
week wait; however, there was an opening in 6 days and she was going to work to do everything 
possible to get me cleared through all of the administrative hurdles and was holding the time 
slot for me.  God is Present! 

With God clearly in control, the stars aligned and I was able to receive treatment in the   expe-
dited time slot the doctor set aside for me.  The process began at 6:00 am and completed at 
6:00 pm - a very long and exhausting 12 hour day. But with much gratitude in my heart to God, 
the treatment was done.  The next day brought new challenges: some very scary side effects of 
treatment flared up.  “Okay God - are you still there?  Don't leave now.” With the help of my truly 
devoted spouse (who God put in my life) we were able to contact the clinic team and doctors, 
adjustments to medications were made, and the side effects resolved in less than 48 
hours.  Calm.  God is Present! 

A few days following treatment, I had a follow-up visit with a third oncologist who specializes in 
managing the resulting effects and medications from brain treatments. She decided to order a 

(Continued on page 7) 

 
“Return to your home, and declare how 

much God has done for you.” 
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simple thyroid scan as it was somewhat past due 
and to "check the box.”  There was no real con-
cern, and it was up to me whether to have 
it.  Well - better be safe than   sorry - let's do it.  

Disguised as an ultrasound technologist - 

GOD REALLY SHOWS UP! 

On the day of the ultrasound, I was led into the 
exam room and told that "Nancy" would be 
with me shortly to begin the test.  Some 10 
minutes later, the tech introduced herself, but 
it wasn’t Nancy.  A last minute change—Arupa 
would be doing my scan.  As we prepared, she 
explained that she has been reading my chart 
and began asking questions about all that 
had been happening to me and finally asked - 
“How are you doing with all that has hap-
pened?”  I immediately responded that  my 
faith and trust was in God and that I knew that 
God was with me on this journey and was 
ready to walk down whatever path chosen for 
me.  She instantly turned to me and said, "I 
rarely speak to patients like this, but when I en-
tered the room, I could feel the presence of 
your faith in the room and knew that I had an 
opening.  Your faith is so strong, it fills the 
room".  So for the next 20 minutes, we spoke of 
ways that God was working in both of our lives, 
and the power of prayer.  We had an authentic 
spiritual conversation in a small ultrasound 
room in the heart of the largest secular cancer 
hospital in the world.  God is Amazingly Pre-
sent! 

At the end of my scan, Arupa looked me straight 
in the eye and said, “You have a gift. Your story 
and your faith is your gift, and God wants you to 
share that. Be the light.” 

My reflections above are just a few of the ways 

(Continued from page 6) that God has been present in my life re-
cently— there are so many others, and I am 
happy to share.  Beyond all else, what this 
experience has brought to me is the mani-
festation of God's promise to always be with 
us and that He will never abandon us. It 
seems to me that sometimes in our human-
ness of emotions, we might give up on God; 
but truly I tell you, God is there.    

My friend and our Bishop's Warden, Philip 
Montgomery speaks of "The Holy Yes.”  Our   
Assisting Priest John Graham speaks of 
"being willing to scatter some coffee 
grounds in life.”  However you describe it, 
take the leap of faith and trust that God is 
present in your life—all you need is the will-
ingness to receive Him. 

And..... two days after my scan, I was      re-
citing my morning devotion and the lec-
tionary included the following from Luke 
8:39: “’Return to your home, and declare how 
much God has done for you.’ So he went 
away, proclaiming throughout the city how 
much Jesus had done for him." 

I believe with my whole heart that God has 
asked me to share my story with you and so 
I have. 

I hope you are encouraged to know that 
God is present. 

Walking in God's presence, love and 
peace, 

Lisa Bullock 



8  

 

 “Grace2Go Summer Break”  
by Daniel Coleman 

Passing any place of worship, I wonder what 
goes on in there, and what the people are 
like.  But in most cases, I’ll never know, not 
unless the people inside come outside in 
some way that I chance to meet 
them.  Shawn Oujezdsky had that in mind 
over six years ago, when he shared his idea 
about Grace2Go:  a ministry that would go 
outside the church and meet some of those 
people we see walking past the church every 
day, and offer them some form of hospitali-
ty.  Not “a cup of cold water in the name of a 
disciple,” but hot cocoa, coffee, fruit bars, 
and the opportunity to pray with strangers 
for whatever need they might have. 

Recently, a man and his two children re-
turned to tell us that their wife and mother 
was doing well after her cancer treat-
ments.  They had come more than once to 
pray for her months ago.  A mother comes 
regularly and prays for her son and his 
problems at school.  A few men come early, 
before they start their workday of manual 
labor.  A bus driver stopped and invited all 
his passengers to have some coffee 
too.  And lots of middle-school students 
come before their bus arrives at 
7:40am.  Some of them have church homes, 
but many may not. 

This year, from January through May, 1,586 
people have come to Grace2Go, many of 

Reading With  
Grace Book Group 

 
The Reading With Grace book club will be 

meeting again on June 20 at 2:00 PM.   
 

The selection for the month is “Becoming” 
by Michelle Obama.   

 
Location is TBD. 

 
All are welcome.  

whom are regular guests.  That’s an aver-
age of 40 people each day we have been 
open.  In the past six years and a couple of 
months, Grace2Go has now served a total 
of 31,129 people. 

We’ve divided into two volunteer teams, so 
that no one has to work more than one 
day a week (unless one of our regular vol-
unteers is out).  And we’ve begun shutting 
down during the summer until school 
starts again.  Our last day before summer 
was Thursday, May 30.  We plan to resume 
serving again on Tuesday, August 28. 

But in order to continue this ministry into 
the future, we need a few more volun-
teers.  Please consider committing to serve 
one Tuesday or Thursday each week from 
6:30 to 8:00am before we re-open on Au-
gust 28.  For more information, please 
speak to Daniel Coleman or Eddie Nnadi. 
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Sundays @ 9:00 AM  
 
Sundays @ 9:00 am 

Adult Forum: Bible Study—Parables 
 
 

Contemplative Prayer with Gospel 
Reading — Lectio Divina (Library)                                         

ADULT FORMATION & CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

CHILDREN’S CHAPEL 

Sundays @ 10 am 
 
 

Children’s Chapel is available each 
Sunday. The children exit the church 
following the cross before the first   
Lesson and return at the Peace. 

 

Daughters of the King? 
 
The Saint Clare Chapter of the 
Daughters of the King invites 
all women of Grace to join us 
on our spiritual journey.               
 

As Daughters, we are charged with daily prayer, 
service, evangelism and the strengthening of the 
spiritual life of the parish.  We meet the first 
Saturday of each month at 10:00am in the Flex 
Room.   
 

We would love to have you! 

Join us on Social Media: 

Facebook /GraceinHouston 
Twitter @GEpiscopal  

Instagram @grace_in_houston  
 

And on the Web at 

graceinhouston.org 

FLOWERS JUNE  
(all weeks in July currently available) 

2nd The Kimbroughs for their anniversary 

9th Patricia Powell in memory of Dave Powell 
16th The Kimbroughs in Thanksgiving of Philip Jr.’s 
 birthday 
23rd Astride for Eddy’s Birthday 
30th Valerie & Lisa Carter In memory of George Carter 

COFFEE HOUR JUNE 
2nd  Daughters of the King 
9th Men of Grace (Pentecost Party) 
16th The Kimbroughs 
23rd Available 
30th Parish Town Hall 

COFFEE HOUR JULY 
7th Daughters of the King 
14th The Kimbroughs 
21st Available 
28th Available 


