
   

 

 MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

12th Corey Johnson 

13th Nelson Flores 

16th Nathan Spadone 

17th Jesse Gay 

20th Chase Hudlow 

22nd Toni Gibson 

31st Doward Hudlow 

Please tell us if we forgot yours!  

FLOWERS 

 3rd Bob Olsen, celebrating his 
 mother’s 94th birthday 
 

COFFEE HOUR 

 3rd Daughters of the King 

10th Kimbroughs 

17th   Charmian and Stephanie 

24th   

31st Benn and Bob 

 
March 2019 

March 6th —Ash Wednesday: 7 AM, 11:30 AM & 7 PM 
 

Gather with us on Ash Wednesday, as we mark the  
beginning of Lent by remembering our origin in loving 
creation and our mortality.  We receive the sign of 
ashes and pray for help to remember our need for 
God's grace in all of this mortal life. 

March 5th —Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper:  
5:30-7 PM 
 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper at Grace. Come join 
the fun, as we celebrate one last hurrah before the  
beginning of Lent. 

 

March  
Adult Bible Study: 

Song of  
Solomon 

 
Sundays  
 9:00 AM  

Parish Hall  



2  

 

 

What sparks joy? 
Lately I’ve found myself sucked into the 
popular craze around the Netflix show, 
Tidying Up with Marie Kondo.  Kondo is the 
creator of the KonMari method of tidying.  It 
is based on a process of sorting items 
according to their category, rather than by 
room or location, moving through five 
groups of belongings: first, clothes, then 
books, papers and miscellaneous, and 
finally, sentimental 
items.  Each episode 
features Kondo 
visiting someone in 
their home to assist 
through the process 
of tidying whatever mess or disorganization 
they are dealing with. 

Perhaps the most fascinating element of 
the show turns on a question at the heart of 
the KonMari method – “What sparks joy?”  
This question is asked about each item 
under consideration for keeping or 
discarding. As the person or persons 
featured in each episode move through 
their piles of clothes, boxes of papers, or 
garages full of tools and miscellaneous 
items, they learn to probe the source of 
their attachments and differentiate 
between something that “sparks joy” and 
those things that might be more 
dispensable than first realized. 

I love this KonMari approach to tidying as a 
guide for our Lenten journey toward Easter 
and new life. We are invited to take 
inventory of our lives, paying special 
attention to the quality of attachments we 
maintain.  Of course, this goes way beyond 
the things in our homes or offices: it also 
entails the relationships we engage, the 
traditions and customs we observe, and 
even the memories, beliefs and values we 
cling to.  In the season of Lent, we ask the 

question: What sparks joy?  Let’s rely on 
the Holy Spirit to help us respond 
appropriately, always in love. 

In our worship together, we will also take 
this kind of inventory as we experiment 
with some changes during the season of 
Lent. 

First, we’ll move some furniture around on 
the chancel.  Our choir and musicians are 
limited by the ways the current 

arrangement separates them 
to opposite sides of the room.  
To help them collaborate more 
effectively in making music, the 
choir and other instruments 
will be filling space around the 

(“Joy,” continued on page 5) 

We are invited to take inventory 
of our lives, paying special 
attention to the quality of 
attachments we maintain.   
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Dear Grace Family, 

Gordon and I have 
important news to 
share. As you all know, 
we’ve had recent 
family changes, most 
significantly the 
passing of my father last year. Throughout 
the fall months we found ourselves in a time 
of discernment about the next step. As we 
began to feel the need to be geographically 
closer to family, a door opened wide. I was 
invited to apply for, and have accepted, the 
position of Associate Dean and Associate 
Professor of the School of Nursing in the 
College of Health Sciences and Human 
Services at Tarleton State University.  

Gordon and I will be relocating to 
Stephenville, Texas in May, where we will be 
closer and more accessible to my mother, 
sister, and the rest of our family. The decision 
was not easy to make, and of course it means 
saying farewell to our Grace community. 
Saying goodbye to one’s community is always 
hard. You have opened your arms wide to me 
and Gordon and have been with us during 
celebrations and sad times. We want you 
each to know how much we will miss you. We 
invite you to join us in thoughts and prayers 
as we get to know the parishioners and find 
community with St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
in Stephenville. We will have occasional trips 
to Stephenville over the next few months and 
plan to visit St. Luke’s.  

In the meantime, we will continue to be a part 
of Grace as much as we can before we move 
on May 13. Let’s plan to visit, have fun, walk 
the labyrinth, and hug a lot before then and 
continue to be GRACE for each other. 

Sandy and Gordon Lee 

PRAYER AND POTLUCK 
Saturday, March 9, 2019 @ 11am 

 
Please join us for scripture study this 
month. All are invited to join us as we ex-
plore our Gospel readings for personal en-
richment in a communal atmosphere. Each 
participant is asked to bring a brunch item 
or beverage to share during our study as 
we seek to nourish both the body and the 
mind, knowing the Spirit is with us always.  

 
The Sunday, March 10, 2019 Gospel Reading 

Luke 4:1-13 “The Temptation of Christ”  
 

Something to ponder: 
Have you ever tested/questioned GOD ?  

 
Or for the majority of us: 

When was the last time you tested/
questioned GOD ?  

Did you get an answer? 

A Farewell in our Future  

Sandy and Gordon Lee 
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  March  2nd—Concierto Alleluya; 6 PM 

Join our Music Director Ellis Montes, San-
dra Montes, and friends for music and 
dancing and all the Alleluias before Lent!  

En Español: 
No se pierdan "Concierto Aleluya" el sábado, 
2 de marzo en la Iglesia Grace Episcopal 
Church and School a las 6 p.m. Vengan a al-
abar a Dios, a darle sus preocupaciones, a 
agradecerle y a cantar cuantas Aleluyas po-
damos antes de la Cuaresma.  Más infor-
mación aquí: tinyurl.com/conciertoaleluya 

English Translation:  
Don't miss "Concert Alleluia" on Saturday, 
March 2, at Grace Episcopal Church and 
School at 6:00 PM. Come to praise and thank 
God, to give God our worries, and to sing 
many “alleluias” before Lent.  

For more information, contact Ellis Montes 
at Music@graceinhouston.org. 

As the new Bishop's warden, I am still find-
ing my way as I seek wisdom from my pre-
decessors. Some of my inspiration comes 
from members of Grace, including those 
who have served as wardens in the past. 
Some inspiration comes from outside our 
community and Episcopal leadership. 
 
In 2009, Donald Romanik, the former presi-
dent of the Episcopal Church Foundation, 
wrote about the role of the senior warden 
in his column, "Ministry for Wardens." 
Romanik said "the primary role of the war-
den is to serve as the lay partner of the 
rector or priest-in-charge in articulating 
the mission and vision of the parish, man-
aging its day-to-day operations, identify-
ing and nurturing leaders, and empower-
ing members of the congregation to live 
out the Gospel in their daily lives. The role 
requires an open, honest and trusting rela-
tionship between warden and rector — and 
it is virtually impossible to fulfill if these key 
elements are missing or impaired." 
  
A key phrase is "empowering members of 
the congregation to live out the Gospel in 
their daily lives." Simply put, I need to do 
what I can to help encourage Grace to be 
a safe and nurturing place where the Love 
of God, the Son and the Holy Spirit can 
work among us.   
  
I encourage everyone in the congregation 
to talk with me and share your ideas and 
concerns. Together, let's continue to make 
Grace a safe and nurturing place where we 
can live out the Gospel in our daily lives. 
  
Philip Lee Montgomery 
BishopsWarden@graceinhouston.org 

mailto:pleemontgomery@gmail.com
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piano and organ, and the clergy and altar 
party will also sit in different places. 

We will also celebrate Holy Communion at a 
simple table nearer the congregation, in 
front of the chancel steps.  This is so we can 
explore ways of making access to the table 
more universal for all who worship, 
regardless of age or physical ability.   

In our liturgy, we will put the maracas aside 
for a few weeks, not to eliminate joy or fun, 
but to create simplicity and encourage 
creativity in finding new ways to celebrate 
together.  (To start, I’m wondering if we might 
try clapping together on a song or two.)  

We will also bury the “alleluias,” a long-held 
practice in the church. For the season of 
Lent, we will hold back this word of highest 
praise in our worship together--not because 
God isn’t worthy of high praise in Lent, but 
so that we might recover the joy of praise as 
we approach the resurrection light of Easter. 

“I invite you therefore to observe a Holy 
Lent,” as is said in our Ash Wednesday 
service.  I invite you to lean into our common 
life and worship during Lent, asking carefully 
“what sparks joy” in the journey of faith.  This 
work will be personal as we find our own 
ways of observing Lent in our homes and 
hearts.  And, it will also be communal work, 
as we gather for worship and fellowship 
each week on the road to resurrection. 

I am so blessed to travel with you. 
 

(“Joy,” continued from page 2) 

A Message from our  
Children’s Minister 

Thank you Grace Episcopal 
for having me as your Chil-
dren’s Minister. It has been 
great getting to know the 
loving community that is 
Grace.  

As we go in the new year, Children’s 
Chapel will continue to evolve. Our les-
sons have been exploring the Gospel 
and the teachings of Jesus. We talk 
about how the Gospel relates to us, and I 
am there to help explore what the chil-
dren don’t understand. I am about 
growth and development. I want them to 
ask questions; that is how we really learn 
together  As we progress, we will learn 
more about God’s love for us. Also, we’ll 
explore the many things disciples are 
called to do in the world and what makes 
someone a disciple.  

I need volunteers to help me on Sundays.  
If you are willing, please contact me for 
more information at                                         
GraceChildren@graceinhouston.org.  

Thank you!  Fabian Berrios  
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 The Rt. Rev. Jeff Fisher, Bishop Suffra-
gan in the Diocese of Texas, visited 
Grace on Sunday, February 10.  The 

Bishop celebrated Confirmation or Re-
ception into the Church for seven folks.  
He also Preached and celebrated the 
Eucharist.  It was a joyful day together 
with one another and Bishop Fisher! 

Thanks to Charlie Spruell and Chuck Luke for the great pictures! 
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MAR 9—Hometown Pilgrimage: Interfaith Bus 
Tour of Houston Holy Sites 

 

Join us on March 9 for an interfaith bus tour or-
ganized by Dr. Helen Rose Ebaugh. (Helen Rose 
taught World Religions at University of Houston 
for many years.)  

We will leave at 9:00 a.m. by bus for our first visit 
to the CaoDai Temple, a religion growing in Vi-
etnam and being transported all around the 
world today.  

We will then proceed to Swaminarayan Hindu 
Temple in Stafford where we will enjoy a tour 
and lunch. We will end our day at Jade Bud-
dhaTemple and return to Grace by 3:00-3:30.  

There is a $30 charge for the bus paid on the 
day itself. Please sign up by emailing  Elizabeth 
at Office@graceinhouston.org. 

 
Ellis Montes, Music Director 

 
As I have been preparing for Lent, I have 
been thinking lots about one of my fa-
vorite Lenten songs, "Nueva Creación," 
which means new creation. The song's re-
frain reminds us of the "New Law" and 
"New Alliance" in this new creation, which 
are what we look for and remember dur-
ing this season. It also reminds us what 
we need to do: walk on, o people of God. 
 
Oftentimes, Lent can be a difficult sea-
son for us 
to ap-
proach 
because 
of the 
baggage 
people 
give to 
it.  I re-
member 
an old Lutheran hymn for this season, 
"Oh Man, bewail thy great sin," which can 
make this season too much for us to 
handle. Of course, there is room for that 
sentiment in this season, but it is not the 
main reason or focus. Instead, I like to 
think of Lent as a time of self-reflection 
and/or self-examination. 
 
Lent is a time we can remember that we 
are part of this New Creation, one with a 
new law—love! and a new alliance—Jesus! 
during our journey. This is a season 
where we are not wandering in complete 
darkness. We have the Light to guide us 
through this time, a light which we should 
always be using as our guide, this light of 
God's love. I pray that we can all follow 
Jesus through this season so that we 
can continue with our calling: walk on, o 
people of God. 

MUSIC NOTES 
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Sundays @ 9:00 AM  
 
Sundays @ 9:00 am 

Adult Forum: Bible Study on the 
Song of Solomon 
 

Contemplative Prayer with Gospel 
Reading — Lectio Divina (Library)                                         

ADULT FORMATION & CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

CHILDREN’S CHAPEL 

Sundays @ 10 am 
 
 

Children’s Chapel is available each 
Sunday. The children exit the church 
following the cross before the first   
Lesson and return at the Peace. 

 

Daughters of the King? 
 

 
The Saint Clare Chapter of 
the Daughters of the King 
invites all women of Grace to join us on our 
spiritual journey.               
 

As Daughters, we are charged with daily prayer, 
service, evangelism and the strengthening of the 
spiritual life of the parish.  We meet the first 
Saturday of each month at 10:00 AM in the Flex 
Room.   
 

We would love to have you! 

Join us on Social Media: 

Facebook /GraceinHouston 
Twitter @GEpiscopal  

Instagram @grace_in_houston  
 

And on the Web at 

graceinhouston.org 

Reading With Grace Book Group 
 
 
 

March selection 
The Chalk Circle Man  

by Fred Vargas  
 

As alternatives we have  
chosen The Lost Husband by 
Katherine Center and an old 
favorite,  Saving Fish From  

Drowning by Amy Tan.   
  

Please  join us for a lively  
discussion on Thursday,  March 21 

at 2 pm in the Flex room. 


