
   

 

  

 
November, 2019 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
4th Sandy Lee 

5th Grace Farquhar 

6th Melissa Duran 

8th Dora Jenkins 

11th Quiana Nomoko 

12th Daniel Coleman 

14th Noah Lazaro 

20th Jean Fabian 

20th Leila Besada 

22nd Laura Landry 

24th Carlos Buezo 

25th Lory Garrett 

26th Lola Powers 

27th  Tami Painter 

28th Jessie Scott 

 Please tell us if we forgot yours! 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

12th Dan & Mary Lou Del 
 Homme 

30th Daniel & Mitzi Coleman 

FLOWER DEDICATION 

3rd Nina Davey with Thanks 
 for Daughter’s Birthday 

10th 

17th The Kimbroughs with 
 Thanksgiving for Mechelle 

24th Harvest Altar 

COFFEE HOSTS 

3rd DOK-Saints of Grace Lunch 

10th 

17th 

24th 
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 According to the Episcopal Church 
(and I am quoting here from the Episcopal 
website at https://www.episcopalchurch.org/
stewardship), “Stewardship is about being 
grateful, responsible stewards of the gifts we 
receive from God. The tradition of giving 
back to God and to the church comes from 
the Biblical practice of “tithing,” which means 
to give back a tenth of our earnings to God 
(Numbers 18:26).  
 The Episcopal Church sees steward-
ship as more than simply contributing mon-
ey to the church; it’s also about contributing 
time and talents, and volunteering for minis-
try and mission. It’s about reaching out to 
build relationships from a perspective of 
abundance instead of scarcity.”  
 There are few key concepts in that 
statement that resonate with me. The first is 
gratitude. Stewardship is about being grate-
ful. In a world that sometimes seems crazy 

with anger, I find it impossible to be angry, 
fearful, or resentful if I practice gratitude. 
Gratitude opens my heart. I did not come to 
Grace nor did I join this community because I 
felt that Grace needed my gifts. I came to 
Grace because I was badly bent, nearly bro-
ken, lost and fearful for what life held for me. 
I suspect many of you had or are having a 
similar experience. What I discovered in this 
church was God’s Grace. Here, the Holy Spirit 
led me to the still waters and restored my 
soul. That is a huge gift for which I am grate-
ful every day.  
 That gift leads to another key concept 
about stewardship and that is the tradition 
of giving back. I want to give back to Grace, 
not out of guilt or shame, but out of love for 
Jesus    (continued p 4) 

 

NOVEMBER 3 
 
Join us for worship remembering the 
witness of the Saints of God (famous ones 
and those known to us as family and 
friends), baptizing new Saints into the 
church, and—in a special engagement 
over lunch in Parish Hall—telling the 
stories of Grace Episcopal Church and the 
Saints who have been a part of our story 
over the last 60 years. 
 
Bring pictures of your departed family and 
friends for our table of remembrance. 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/stewardship
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/stewardship
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 (Continued from p. 2) 
 
and this community where the Holy Spirit works 
among and through us. This community is an 
amazing fellowship. I have a family of birth, but 
you are my family of choice. Giving back out of 
gratitude seems as natural as breathing.  
 
The third concept is about giving itself. Giving 
money is important. It helps to support our min-
istries, pay the bills, and support the infrastruc-
ture of this church, but money is not the only 
measure of giving back. Grace provides numer-
ous ministries and those ministries need people 
who contribute their time, which is a precious 
commodity in our hectic world, and by giving tal-
ents and skills as volunteers for the ministries of 
Grace.  
 
The final important concept is about building re-
lationships. We live in a society of disparity 
based on wealth, the color of our skin, cultures, 
and sexual orientation. At Grace, I see a commu-
nity that is in relationship with God, Jesus, and 
the Holy Spirit. I see a model of how I want the 
world to be. We are a community in abundance 
that shouts out the “Holy Yes” of gratitude 
through our worship and ministries.  
 
Let’s not look back at our scarcity but rather em-
brace the attitude of the Holy Yes and look for-
ward to the abundance of God’s love and trust in 
God’s will for us. Let’s build from a perspective of 
abundance rather than scarcity.  
 
As you consider your pledge during this fall 
Stewardship campaign, remember that steward-
ship is about being grateful, responsible stew-
ards of the gifts we receive from God. I ask that 
you pray about what this community means to 
you and then give in the tradition of giving back 
to God and to the church with a grateful heart.  
 
Philip Montgomery 
Bishop’s Warden 
(BishopsWarden@graceinhouston.org) 

Daughters of the King 

The Saint Clare Chapter 
of the Daughters of the 
King invites all women of 
Grace to join us on our 
spiritual journey.               

As Daughters, we are charged with daily 
prayer, service, evangelism and the 
strengthening of the spiritual life of the 
parish.  We meet the first Saturday of 
each month at 10:00am in the Flex Room.                      

We would love to have you! 
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“Diversity is inviting someone to the party.  
Inclusion is asking them to dance.”  
     – Unknown 
 
Dear Friends in Grace, 
 
I am so proud of you.  So proud of us.   
 
As I reflect back on the last 20 months, es-
pecially back to the beginning of my ten-
ure as your Vicar, I am in awe at the dis-
tance we have already traveled together.  
With God’s inspiration and wisdom and 
help, we are growing and thriving—in hope, 
in vision, in worship, and in numbers.   
 
I am amazed by the grace with which you 
have embraced all kinds of changes to ex-
pand the breadth of our love and welcome.  
We continue to update our campus for effi-
ciency, attractiveness, and accessibility.  
We are trying out new prayers in liturgy 
(approved by General Convention last 
year).  We are learning new music for wor-
ship, experimenting with new ministry ideas 
to foster connection and outreach, and 
working to reorganize our staff and lay 
leaders to involve more and more people 
in the leadership and life of Grace. 
 
We are Growing in Grace! 
 
As we continue to move forward, this truth 
is becoming clear: our identity as a multi-
cultural congregation is central to who we 
are and how we are growing.  In our 
Church & School community—including 
church staff, teachers, parishioners, and 
students—people originally from more 
than 25 states and 25 countries (on 5 con-
tinents!) call Grace home.  As individuals 
and families from new places make their 
way into our community, we lovingly em-
brace them and expand our tent to include 
who they are and what they bring.   

Grace is a lot like Houston—the most di-
verse city in the United States! 
 
One way in which we continue to lean into 
our multicultural identity is in the area of 
language.  It has been a practice over the 
years for us to sing music that comes from 
different parts of the world, written in lan-
guages from those places—Zulu, Mandarin 
Chinese, Latin, French, Indigenous lan-
guages, Spanish, and others. 
 
Lately, we have been experimenting with in-
corporating more Spanish language in our 
worship from time to time, even printing a 
couple of worship bulletins in both English 
and Spanish and alternating between the 
two in what is spoken aloud during the litur-
gy.  This is not an easy or comfortable expe-
rience for everybody.  But to try it, and then 
to adjust based on our reflections together, 
is very consistent with who we are and what 
we have done in the past: seeking to break 
down barriers that divide us from one an-
other, even when that barrier is represented 
by language differences.  The barrier be-
tween Spanish and English is particularly 
poignant, because so much of the Spanish-
speaking world is Texas’s next-door neigh-
bor and so many Spanish-speaking people 
live in this city as their first destination in 
the United States.   
 
I want to ask you to engage this work with 
hearts of love and faithfulness.  Trust the 
process of trying different things.  Trust that 
we will watch and listen to the results from 
our experiments and we will adapt.  The one 
and only goal is this: not just welcome but 
full inclusion of anybody and everybody—
from anywhere and everywhere--God leads 
into this community.   
 
Growing in Grace. 
    (cont. on p 6) 
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Meet Padre Alejandro & Laura Montes 

I was born in Peru. In 1975, we left for 
Guatemala, where I studied at the 
Seminario Teológico Centroamericano 
(Central American theological Seminary) 
in Guatemala City. In 1979, we came to 
the United States and I worked as a 
pastor in Harlingen and McAllen, Texas 
in churches of the Christian and 
Missionary Alliance denomination.  
 
In 1985, we moved to Houston, Texas. It 
was here that I came to know The 
Episcopal Church. I started working part 
time at St Matthew's Episcopal Church, 
as a lay minister. In 1989, I was ordained 
a Deacon, and in 1990, I was ordained a 
Priest. I worked as the assistant rector 
until 1993, when I became the vicar of the 
newly named Iglesia Episcopal San 
Mateo. In 2009, San Mateo became a 
parish, and I became the rector, until 
2016, when I retired.  
 
I am married to Laura, and I have two 
adult children (Alex and Sandra) and five 
grandchildren (Thanh, Ellis, Alissa, 
Laura, and Luz, Thanh's wife). 

(cont. from p. 5) 
 
I am excited to announce that The Rev. 
Alejandro Montes will be joining Grace as an 
Assisting Priest, along with The Rev. John Gra-
ham, The Rev. Deacon Dawn Shepler, and my-
self.  Alejandro’s introduction is included in 
this edition of The Gracevine.  He brings broad 
ministry experience, including decades of min-
istry as a priest, and the kind and generous 
heart of a pastor.  We are so blessed at Grace 
to have a growing clergy team to help us fol-
low the Spirit into God’s future.  
 
With you all the way, 
 
Scott+ 
The Rev. Scott Painter, Vicar of Grace 
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Elegant Dining!  Teatime Specialties!  
Pamper yourself, or give a special  

Christmas gift to that hard-to-buy-for friend.  
Reservations Only!  Limited Seating!  Reservation forms 

available from the Church Office or in the Narthax.   
Call Charmian Kendrick at (713) 393-7381 for questions. 
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New Edition ready  

for Your Spiritual Enrichment! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Available in the Narthex 
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Grace Episcopal Church & School 
 

4040 W. Bellfort 
Houston, Texas 77025 

832.667.8601 office 
281.840.2069 cell 

Office@graceinhouston.org 

Vicar: The Reverend Scott Painter  
Vicar@graceinhouston.org 

Assisting Priest: The Rev. John Graham, MD, DMin 
John.K.Graham@gmail.com 
Assisting Priest: The Rev. Alejandro Montes, DMin 
AlejandroSixtoMontes@gmail.com 

Deacon: The Reverend Dawn Shepler                   
Deacon@graceinhouston.org 

Music Director: Ellis Montes                                
Music@graceinhouston.org 

Children’s Minister: Fabian Berrios                          
GraceChildren@graceinhouston.org 

Office Assistant: Elizabeth Martin                               
Office@graceinhouston.org 

Accounting: Robin Talamini                                             
Accounting@graceinhouston.org 

Sexton: Mario Ruiz                                                        
Sexton@graceinhouston.org 

Head of School: Edolia James 
Edolia@graceinhouston.org  

Childcare: Bertha Spadone, OPEN POSITION 

 Church Staff 

Join us on Social Media: 

Facebook /GraceinHouston 
Twitter @GEpiscopal  

Instagram @grace_in_houston  
 

And on the Web at 

graceinhouston.org 


