October, 2018

Fall Stewardship Campaign Begins this Month!
Dear Friends,
Fall is in the air and I hope everyone has enjoyed the summer
with family, vacations, and some well-deserved time off.
Ahead of the hustle and bustle of the fall holidays, Grace is
preparing to launch our Fall Stewardship Campaign for
2019, with the theme Growing in Grace.

BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH
10/10
10/10
10/12
10/15
10/17
10/27
•

Bertha Spadone
Cheryl Kimbrough
Stephen Coates
Phillip Kimbrough
Robert Burlingame
Caleb Spadone

Please tell us if we forgot yours!

COFFEE HOUR
10/7 Daughters of the King
10/14 The Kimbroughs
10/21
10/28
What does this mean? The Stewardship Campaign is held
every year at this time to invite each us to make our financial
commitment to support the congregation in the next year. It is
necessary to help the Finance Committee establish an
operating budget for the upcoming year. A well-defined
budget will allow us to fund the many ministries that define us
as a caring congregation, and to keep the lights on! It will also
allow us to plan and fund new and exciting ministries to help
us grow in membership and spirit into 2019 and beyond.

ALTAR FLOWERS
10/7 The Kimbroughs, in loving
memory of Walter Ladner
10/14 The Burlingames, in
celebration of Robert’s birthday
10/21
10/28

To that end, I am asking you to start praying and discerning what your commitment to Grace will
look like in 2019. My hope is that every Grace member or participant will complete a pledge card
during our campaign, no matter how much or little you can promise. The Stewardship Campaign is
slated to run through the four Sundays of October 28th to November 18th..

If you give at various times throughout the year but have never completed a pledge card, I would
encourage you to do so. We have so much to be grateful
for this year from where we were last year: Our new
Vicar, Scott Painter; increased Sunday attendance,
many new members and community participants, new
fun and interesting events to foster worship and deeper
connection in community, and a flourishing and
financially sound Day School. And much more!
Let’s build on this momentum and the wonderful things
God is doing through us here at Grace. Additional
details on the Growing in Grace campaign will be
coming in the near future.
In Christ,
Bob Duran, Stewardship Chair

Vicar's Notes:: What’s up with that Communion Bread?
by The Rev. Scott Painter, Vicar

“Eternal God, heavenly
Father, you have graciously
accepted us as living
members of your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ, and you
have fed us with spiritual
The Rev. Scott Painter kneels to
food in the Sacrament of his
pray for our new ministry
relationship, as he is installed
Body and Blood.”
officially as Vicar by The Rt. Rev.
Hector Monterroso,.
If you’ve been in Sunday
worship sometime during the
last couple of months, you have probably received
fresh-baked bread at Eucharist, in place of the
wafers we often share. (I know that many of you
have noticed this switcheroo, because you’ve
mentioned it or asked about it.)
Truthfully, I prefer bread to wafers, for a reason I’ll
share momentarily. But I didn’t set out to impose a
Eucharistic preference on the whole lot of us. At
first, we were just beginning our journey through
the “bread discourses” in the Gospel of John – a
series of 6 weeks during the Lectionary Cycle’s
“Year B” when we read passages from the 6th
chapter of John, all having to do in some way with
“bread.”
After the Sunday we heard about Jesus multiplying
5 loaves of bread and 2 fish in order to feed fivethousand people, I was struck by the irony of what
was happening: we were meditating on the
abundance of nourishment that Jesus offers
(described as more bread than we could possibly
need) and then we were coming together at the
table for what seemed like a meager meal of thin
and tasteless crackers.
In a moment of zeal, I texted a friend for the
Communion bread recipe we used to share at the
Seminary of the Southwest, drove to the grocery to
purchase whole wheat flour, a big jug of honey, and
some olive oil, returned home and immediately

began baking a first batch of bread. The recipe
produces enough for a month, so that batch got
us through the “bread discourses” and the month
of August.

By the time September was nearing, there had
been time to reflect on the experience of using
fresh Communion bread in conversation with
some others in our community, and also in my own
prayers. While we grant that not everyone likes
real bread, and not everyone can eat it (as is also
true with wafers that are not gluten-free), there is
something special about handmade bread, baked
by someone in our own fellowship, brought
forward as a gift of thanksgiving to
be blessed, broken, and shared to
nourish and re-member us as Christ’s
body in the world. It is something
that can be easily lost in factorymade and machine-stamped wafers
purchased in bulk.
(Vicar, continued on p. 5)

WELCOME OUR NEW IONA STUDENT INTERN, MARCIA SADBERRY!
I am a cradle Episcopalian and a native Houstonian. I grew up in Houston’s 3rd Ward
and still live in the house where I was raised. I am a proud graduate of Jack Yates High
School and Texas Southern University.
I completed my degree from TSU in Music Education and currently, I am the Orchestra
Director at Cardiff Jr. High in Katy ISD. My claim to fame is that I taught Beyonce when
she was in elementary school and performed in the orchestra when she sang the
National Anthem at the Superbowl in Houston.
In addition to teaching, I play the violin with the Scott Joplin Chamber Orchestra, the William Grant Still
String Quartet and the BACE Production Band Motown and More Revue. I’ve also sung with Houston Grand
Opera (with Placido Domingo!), Opera in the Heights and Houston Ebony Opera Guild.
I enjoy racquetball (when my knees will allow it!), kite flying (when the wind will allow it!) and motor and bicycling (whenever my schedule will allow it!) .
I have two older brothers – Jerome and Earl, and one son – Christian Love, who is the wonderful father of
one son, MY grandson - DeAndre’ Arthur who began walking just before he turned 1 [9/9/18], and of course
he is AMAZING!
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Enneagram Retreat & Workshop —
”Knowing our Selves”
Saturday, October 20, 9 AM—3 PM, Flex Room
The Enneagram is an
ancient method of
understanding the self
and how each of us
uniquely relates to others.
This approach of listening,
quiet, and discernment
has been popularized
recently by Fr. Richard
Rohr and Ian Cron.
Enneagram is a helpful approach to selfunderstanding that leads to healthier
relationship to others, to one’s vocation, and
to self. And, it’s fun!
Lucy Strandlund, Enneagram
facilitator, will be with us on
October 20 for a day-long retreat
and workshop, where we will
engage in this self-reflection.
Please RSVP to Scott Painter at
Vicar@graceinhouston.org. We
hope to have ten participants.

First Annual Christmas Tea
Save the date for our First Annual Grace
Christmas Tea on December 8, a fundraiser to
support the growing ministry of this church.
We need volunteers to make sandwiches,
savories or sweets. It will require 12 volunteers to
make the food. If cooking is not your thing donations are welcome to offset expenses.
There will be an organizing meeting at Grace (in
the Parish Hall) on Sunday, October 7th after
the 10:00 service.
Charmian Kendrick, who coordinated an annual
Christmas Tea for St. Alban's Episcopal Chapel
in Baton Rouge, will be coordinating our own
Tea with Cheryl Kimbrough.
Charmian promises a lot of fun for all — and an
especially fantastic time for volunteers!
To learn more, please plan to attend the
meeting on October 7th. If you cannot attend
the meeting, but would like to help, please email
Vicar@graceinhouston.org, and we will pass the
information on to Charmian and Cheryl.
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October Study—“Jesus: a New Way”
Adult Study—Sundays at 9:00 AM
Facilitated by Scott Painter.
Who was Jesus of Nazareth? What was it like
in the First Century, Middle Eastern world he
inhabited? What did people likely hear in that
time when Jesus spoke; how did they likely
interpret the things he said and did?
Sometimes it seems
we may lean too
heavily on our own
experience in
Contemporary
American society to
inform attempts at
understanding,
believing and
following Jesus in
this place and time.
Join together for
the next Six
Sundays—
September 30,
October 7, 14, 21, & 28, and November 4 as we
watch a series of videos by The Rt. Rev. Dr.
Tom Wright, entitle “Jesus: a New Way,” about
the historical Jesus, and engage in
conversation about what it might mean for us
who try to follow Jesus. All are welcome!

Also—WE NOW HAVE A CHILDREN’S TABLE!

WORDS FROM YOUR WARDEN
September started with a phenomenal reception
dedicated to the life of Jeffery Hickman, son of our
beloved friend Dorothy Gretchen Hickman Joseph.
Jeffery loved the color purple and the artist Prince,
and our parish hall was regally transformed by
former parishioners Jeff and Shaun.
I’m not sure if we summersaulted or exploded into the
Celebration of New Ministry for our Vicar, Reverend R.
Scott Painter. Supporters of Scott came out in
numbers. Our Verger Vyonne Carter-Johnson made
sure we followed the right protocols, and Melissa
Duran graciously accepted the role of EventCoordinator. Our own Sara Bushell designed the
ceremonial logo based on the crosses on our red
doors. The turnout was exceptional and many special
parishioners were astounding with their decorations
and hospitality. The men weren’t too shabby either in
helping with ushering and coordination logistics.
September is the month when Fall starts to live up to
its reputation as a time for renewal. Many ministries
resumed with new enthusiasm, some did not resume,
some evolved into new ministries and some new
opportunities came on board.
There is a spirit of growth at Grace that embraces
change much like our trees shedding their leaves
and compounding their nutrients for whatever winter
brings and spring offers. The cycle continues, and
thankfully we have a shepherd to lead us along the
path of continued grace.

LOOK FOR THE SIGN AT ADULT STUDY!
Parents who wish to attend the Adult Study
can bring your children! Look for this sign at
one of the round tables in Parish Hall. There,
children will find activities and supplies they
can enjoy while others participate in the
conversation happening in the same room.

We welcomed a new Children’s Minister, Fabian
Berrios, and look forward to meeting our youth
needs as we grow as a community. Our school, under
the leadership of Head of School Edolia James,
continues to excel in enrollment, through our faithbased curriculum, various fun activities and
fundraisers. Seeking to grow in inclusiveness, the
Vicar hosted an evening hangout for LGBTQ+ folks
and allies.
(continued on p. 5)
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Children’s Chapel Every Sunday!

(Vicar, continued from p. 2)

Thank you for the
first two Sundays
into Sunday chapel.
The kids are
amazing, and we
continue to grow
together.
Each Sunday for
Children’s Chapel,
we leave the
Sanctuary together,
just before the first
reading. Scott calls all children to process together.
Then we head to our class and learn about the
Gospel with fun activities, games and songs. We
learn together about God and the Kingdom.
My goal is to help the children in any way I can to
understand and start their own relationship with
God, and grow in their understanding of the Bible.
We return when the congregation passes The Peace
and join our families in Eucharist.
We still need volunteers to help us on Sunday — the
commitment is just one Sunday per month. Please
talk to Fabian Berrios on Sundays or email him
anytime for more information -GraceChildren@graceinhouston.org

Just think about it – every time we gather for
the holy feast of Eucharist, we are invited to
bring our gifts, good and bad: the fruits of our
labors and success; the works of our hands;
tokens of achievement and celebration; the
emptiness of our disappointments and
desperation; the scarcity of our transitions
and long, winding sojourns; our unrequited
love and unfinished dreams! No matter how
much or how little, we are invited to bring
everything we are and wish we were, along
with offerings of bread and wine to the table;
so that God can bless and multiply it all to be
enough for everyone. Then, we go out as
Christ’s body and feed the world. What a
glorious taste of God’s grace we share in The
Holy Eucharist!
Going forward, we may not use real bread
every Sunday*, but when we do, I encourage
you to meditate on what you bring as an
offering with the gifts of our community, of
bread and wine. Meditate on what God can
do when blessing and multiplying what you
bring in the holy mystery of Communion.
“Send us now into the world in peace, and
grant us strength and courage to love and
serve you with gladness and singleness of
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.”

*If you are interested in learning our bread
recipe, practicing with others, and then
volunteering to bake a batch or two of
Communion bread for a month this year,
email Scott at vicar@graceinhouston.org.
(“Words from Your Warden,” continued from p. 4)

Music is a value at Grace, and our Music Director and Vicar continue to make music a focal point in our
worship life. We are fortunate to have many musicians in our family and this month inaugurated “Jam
Night,” an informal gathering of performers and listeners to just be.
Rev. Scott and I went to Camp Allen for the Fall Small Church Network, a bi-annual gathering of representatives
from small churches to share challenges and solutions that are specific to small churches. The theme for this
meeting was “Keep the main thing, the main thing.” Bishop Doyle led the first session, essentially telling us to
decide what is important and concentrate on making that work. He suggested pruning was the first step; that

just because “we always do something” we don’t have to continue efforts that may have run their course. We
must be open to dialogue about those things that may require an end,. Canon Sayles continued the
conversation by offering strategies to move forward that would spark dialog within the group. Rev. Scott and
I left energized with suggestions to discuss in Bishop Committee for tweaking and sharing with the congregation.
As we move to October, through God’s grace we embrace this fiscal year, with new leadership, willing hands
and unbridled enthusiasm. Thank you for allowing me to serve you. I remain prayerfully yours.
Respectfully submitted,
Cheryl Ladner Kimbrough, Bishop’s Warden
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Grace’s Community Garden is Growing! - Join us in the dirt, Oct 13 at 9 AM

“She considers a field and buys it;
out of her earnings she plants a vineyard.
She sets about her work vigorously;
her arms are strong for her tasks.
She is clothed with strength and dignity;
she can laugh at the days to come.”

From Proverbs 31

JOIN US IN WELCOMING SOJOURNING TEENS IN HOUSTON
WaYS-Houston is partnering with St. Michael’s and St. Jerome’s, two
Catholic Charities shelters, to welcome sojourning teens (ages 15-17) in three
upcoming events in Grace’s Parish Hall. We invite our Grace community to
participate as the Spirit calls you!
Saturday, October 6, 1 - 5 pm—More than 30 boys will come for a fun,
relaxed afternoon. We will be serving Caine’s and playing games. Jim
Pauloski and Colin Dunham are looking for more volunteers to help them
plan, set up, welcome the boys, and facilitate games.
Saturday, November 10, 1-5 pm—We will welcome 17 girls for an afternoon of
arts, crafts, and pizza in Grace’s Parish Hall. We will have help from HISD educators for this one. Do
you have a craft you wish to share with the girls?
Sunday, December 9, 2-5 PM—We will welcome the boys and girls for a warm Christmas celebration,
replete with a traditional dinner, a beloved movie, and small gifts. We will need many to help make
this larger event a success.
Want to help with the October event? Please contact Jim at jpauloski@gmail.com or Colin at
colindunham22@gmail.com.
Want to help with the November or December events? Please contact Gwen Pauloski at
gwenjpauloski@gmail.com or (281) 620-7630.
6

Exciting Things at Grace Episcopal School!
by Edolia James, Head of School
Fall is one of our busiest and
most exciting times here at
Grace School! On October 4th,
the Houston Fire Department will
bring its Puppet Show to our
school to teach our children
about fire safety in a fun and
informative format, and on
October 11th, we will have a visit
from our local fire department
fire truck…one of the highlights
of the year for the children.
On October 26, from 6:00 to 8:00 PM, Fall Festival,
our biggest fundraiser of the year, will be in
motion. We will have games, rides, food, a
football ticket raffle, and a fabulous silent action.
All members of Grace Episcopal Church are
invited to attend and join in the fun. Those who
wish to volunteer to make this special event a
success are most welcome. We particularly need
volunteers for our Trunk or Treat. If you would
like to volunteer, sign up in the school office and
bring your car trunk decorated as you wish for
Halloween with goodies so the children can go
from car to car in the parking lot Trunk-orTreating! Thank you in advance for being with
us.
On October 31, we will have a fantastic Costume
Parade. Please come cheer the littles one on. On
December 7, we will have our wonderful
Christmas program and Supper with Santa…
please make sure you attend…our little kiddos
put on a terrific show! Also, please keep an eye
out for our twice a year Spirit Nights at various
restaurants, as well as our yearly Ice Cream
Socials, Hot Dog Nights, and Pancake Suppers…
we love having members of Grace Church join us.
School enrollment is growing by leaps and
bounds…currently around 90 students. School
families and staff represent many different
countries, including China, South Korea, Ukraine,
Mexico, El Salvador, France, South Africa and the
Philippines. I look forward to meeting any church
members if we haven’t yet. Pease introduce
yourselves when you join us for any of our
events!
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PRAYER & POTLUCK—2ND SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 13, 10:00 AM
Please join us for Scripture study this
month. All are invited to explore our Gospel readings for personal enrichment
among friends. Each participant is asked
to bring a brunch item or beverage to
share as we seek to nourish both the body
and the mind, knowing the Spirit is with us
always.
This month’s Scripture Reading will
be: Mark 10:17—”The Rich and the
Kingdom of God”

Questions to ponder:
•

How hard is it for the rich to enter
the kingdom of God?

•

Have you asked yourself that
question?

•

And better yet, how hard is it for
anyone to enter the kingdom of
God? Do you have an answer?

ADULT FORMATION & CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sundays @ 9:00 AM
Sundays @ 9:00 am
2

nd

Saturday @ 10:00 am

“Jesus: A New Way,” Videos by Dr.
Tom Wright and Conversation.
Contemplative Prayer with Gospel
Reading Lectio Divina (Library)
Prayer and Potluck: Gospel
Reading led by Cheryl and
Phillip Kimbrough (bring a dish
to share)

GRACE GOES TO LUNCH
Guglianis Italian, 4990 Beechnut,
October 9, 12:30 PM
Sign up in the Parish Hall.

ALL ARE WELCOME!

CHILDREN’S CHAPEL
Sundays @ 10 am

Children’s Chapel is available each
Sunday. The children exit the church
following the cross before the first
Lesson and return at the Peace.

READING WITH GRACE BOOK GROUP
Thursday, October 18, 2018, 2:00 PM, Flex Room
A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles is the 30-year saga of
the Count Alexander Ilyich Rostov, who is placed under house
arrest inside the Metropol Hotel in Moscow in 1922 when the
Bolsheviks spare him from death or Siberia because of his 1913
revolutionary poem written in university.

MID-WEEK CONTEMPLATIVE EUCHARIST
FIRST & THIRD WEDNESDAYS
11:30 AM—12:15 PM

All are welcome to join us.

All are welcome to join us.

Who are the Daughters of the King?
Women empowered by the Holy Spirit,
with a vision to know Jesus Christ, to
make Him known to others, and to
reflect God’s love throughout the
world. Our chapter, Saint Clare,
began this fiscal year with the
installation of new officers and our
public rededication to serve you the people of Grace
and the community at large.
We invite the women of grace to consider our order as
you develop your spiritual life and work with God. Join
us at our next meeting on October 6, 2018 at 10:00am for
prayerful enrichment in the Flex Room.
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With a short homily
and quiet for reflection

Save the Dates!
December 8—Christmas Tea
December 15—Daughters of the King
Retreat: “Fruits of the Spirit”

Join us on social media:

Facebook /GraceinHouston
and Twitter @GEpiscopal
and Instagram @grace_in_houston

