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The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
The Liturgy of the Word
September 13, 2020
10:00 AM
Prelude

Bach CM Suite, Bourrees 1 & 2

Welcome
Opening Acclamation
Celebrant: Blessed be God: most holy, glorious and undivided Trinity;
People:
And blessed be God’s reign, now and for ever. Amen.
Celebrant:

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Minister and People:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
(The Priest says)

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
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Hymn (the people stand, as able)

Take my life, and let it be

The Collect of the Day (The people remain standing)
Celebrant:
God be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Celebrant:
Let us pray.
O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant
that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Lesson (Please be seated)
Reader:
A reading from the book of Romans

Romans 14:1-12

Welcome the person who is weak in faith—but not in order to argue about
differences of opinion. One person believes in eating everything, while the
weak person eats only vegetables. Those who eat must not look down on the
ones who don’t, and the ones who don’t eat must not judge the ones who do,
because God has accepted them. Who are you to judge someone else’s
servants? They stand or fall before their own Lord (and they will stand,
because the Lord has the power to make them stand). One person considers
some days to be more sacred than others, while another person considers all
days to be the same. Each person must have their own convictions. Someone
who thinks that a day is sacred, thinks that way for the Lord. Those who eat,
eat for the Lord, because they thank God. And those who don’t eat, don’t eat
for the Lord, and they thank the Lord too. We don’t live for ourselves and we
don’t die for ourselves. If we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for
the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we belong to God. This is why Christ
died and lived: so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. But
why do you judge your brother or sister? Or why do you look down on your
brother or sister? We all will stand in front of the judgment seat of
God. Because it is written,
As I live, says the Lord, every knee will bow to me, and every tongue will give
praise to God. So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God.

Reader:
People:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

The Psalm (said in unison)

Psalm 103: 8-13

8 The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, *
slow to anger and of great kindness.
9 He will not always accuse us, *
nor will he keep his anger for ever.
10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, *
nor rewarded us according to our wickedness.
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, *
so is his mercy great upon those who fear him.
12 As far as the east is from the west, *
so far has he removed our sins from us.
13 As a father cares for his children, *
so does the Lord care for those who fear him.
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Hymn

Bless the Lord my soul

The Gospel

Matthew 18:21-35

(All standing, the Priest reads the Gospel, first saying)

People:

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, how many times should I forgive my brother or sister
who sins against me? Should I forgive as many as seven times?”
Jesus said, “Not just seven times, but rather as many as seventy-seven
times. Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts
with his servants. When he began to settle accounts, they brought to him a servant
who owed him ten thousand bags of gold. Because the servant didn’t have enough to
pay it back, the master ordered that he should be sold, along with his wife and
children and everything he had, and that the proceeds should be used as
payment. But the servant fell down, kneeled before him, and said, ‘Please, be patient
with me, and I’ll pay you back.’ The master had compassion on that servant, released
him, and forgave the loan.
“When that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him one
hundred coins. He grabbed him around the throat and said, ‘Pay me back what you
owe me.’
“Then his fellow servant fell down and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I’ll pay
you back.’ But he refused. Instead, he threw him into prison until he paid back his
debt.
“When his fellow servants saw what happened, they were deeply offended. They came
and told their master all that happened. His master called the first servant and said,
‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you appealed to
me. Shouldn’t you also have mercy on your fellow servant, just as I had mercy on
you?’ His master was furious and handed him over to the guard responsible for
punishing prisoners, until he had paid the whole debt.
“My heavenly Father will also do the same to you if you don’t forgive your brother or
sister from your heart.”

Priest:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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The Sermon

The Rev. Scott Painter

The Nicene Creed (The people stand, all saying together)
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver
of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped
and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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The Prayers of the People (The Leader and People pray responsively)
(The leader says)

God of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ you promise to hear us when
we pray to you in faith with thanksgiving.
We pray for one another, for our families and friends, through whom we learn
to love and to be loved. Thank you for all who care for us. Give us grace to
serve Christ by serving our neighbors and our community, loving others as he
loves us.

Leader:
People:

God of grace,
Hear our prayer.

We thank you for the unfailing love you hold out to everyone in Jesus Christ.
Comfort and heal those in sorrow, need, sickness or any other trouble. Give
them courage and hope in their distress, and bless those who minister to them.
We pray especially for Cheryl, Alex, Lindsey, Penny, Nancy, Vyonne, Mary Lou,
Dan, Fred, Marlene, Mark, Stephanie, Jason, Jillian, Adam, Emily, Martie,
Pauline, Lewis, Averil, Edwin, for those impacted by Hurricane Laura, and for
those we now name.
(Silence)

God of grace, Hear our prayer.

We remember with gratitude your many gifts to us in creation. Help us and
people everywhere to share with justice and peace the resources of the earth.
Give wisdom to those in authority among us and to all leaders of the nations.
God of grace, Hear our prayer.
We pray for your Church throughout the world, thanking you for all who serve
Christ and the kingdom. By your Spirit strengthen your people for their work
and witness in the world. Unite us in your truth and love, that we who confess
your name may also reflect your glory.
God of grace, Hear our prayer.
We remember with thanksgiving all who have died in Christ, especially Jessie
Gibson and those we now name.
(Silence)

We rejoice at the faithful witness of your saints in every age, praying that we
may enter with them into the unending joy of your heavenly kingdom.
Merciful God, you look with compassion on all who turn to you. Hear the
prayers of your people. Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your
grace receive; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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(The Celebrant says)

Now to God who is able to do immeasurably more than all we can ask or
conceive, by the power which is at work among us, be glory in the Church and
in Christ Jesus throughout all ages. Amen.

The Offertory
(Gifts may be given online at graceinhouston.org/giving or by mailed to the church office)

Offertory Hymn

Here I Am to Worship

Verse 1
Light of the world
You stepped down into darkness
Opened my eyes let me see
Beauty that made
This heart adore You
Hope of a life spent with You

Chorus
So here I am to worship
Here I am to bow down
Here I am to say that You're my God
And You're altogether lovely
Altogether worthy
Altogether wonderful to me

Verse 2
King of all days
Oh so highly exalted
Glorious in heaven above
Humbly You came
To the earth You created
All for love's sake became poor

Bridge
And I'll never know how much it cost
To see my sin upon that cross
And I'll never know how much it cost
To see my sin upon that cross
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The Lord’s Prayer

El Padre Nuestro

Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:

Celebrante:
Pueblo:
Celebrante:

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
(The People and Celebrant pray together
in the language of their hearts)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

El Señor sea con ustedes.
Y con tu espíritu.
Oremos.
El pueblo y el celebrante oran juntos en el
lenguaje de sus corazones)
Padre nuestro que estás en el cielo,
santificado sea tu Nombre,
venga tu reino,
hágase tu voluntad,
en la tierra como en el cielo.
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día.
Perdona nuestras ofensas,
como también nosotros
perdonamos a los que nos
ofenden.
No nos dejes caer en tentación
y líbranos del mal.
Porque tuyo es el reino,
tuyo es el poder,
y tuya es la gloria,
ahora y por siempre. Amén.

The Blessing
(The Priest blesses the people)

The Dismissal
Celebrant:
People:

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Hymn

I’ve got peace like a river
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Sunday, September 13, 2020
15 Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 19
th

Prelude
Bach CM Suite, Bourrees, 1 & 2
“Take My Life and Let it Be”
Words: Francis Ridley Havargal
Music: Hollingside, John Bacchus dykes
“Bless the Lord my Soul”
From the Taize Community
“Here I am to Worship”
Words and Music by Tim Hughes
© 2000 ThankyouMusic
“I’ve Got Peace Like a River”
Traditional Negro Spiritual

CCLI#4025798
One License#A-721632
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Assisting in the Service Today

Church Staff

Celebrant & Preacher:
The Rev. Scott Painter

Vicar: The Reverend Scott Painter
Vicar@graceinhouston.org
Assisting Priest: The Rev. John Graham, MD, DMin
John.K.Graham@gmail.com
Assisting Priest: The Rev. Alejandro Montes, DMin
AlejandroSixtoMontes@gmail.com
Deacon: The Reverend Dawn Shepler
Deacon@graceinhouston.org
Music Director: Ellis Montes
Music@graceinhouston.org
Children’s Minister: Liz Luna
GraceChildren@graceinhouston.org
Office Assistant: Elizabeth Martin
Office@graceinhouston.org
Accounting: Robin Talamini
Accounting@graceinhouston.org
Sexton: Mario Ruiz
Sexton@graceinhouston.org
Head of School: Edolia James
Edolia@graceinhouston.org
Childcare: Bertha Spadone, OPEN POSITION

Lectors: Fred Scott, Liz Luna
Prayer Leader: Vyonne Carter-Johnson
People’s Response: The Lazaros
Zoom Cohost: Colin Dunham
The Church: ALL OF US!

Bishop’s Committee

School Board

Philip Montgomery, Bishop’s Warden
BishopsWarden@graceinhouston.org
Colin Dunham, Junior Warden
JuniorWarden@graceinhouston.org
Norma Burlingame
Melissa Duran
Dorothy Gretchen Hickman Joseph
Astride Point du Jour Nnadi
John Mukisa, Clerk
Nigel Minion, Treasurer

Jon Buchanan
Sara Bushell
Grace Farquhar, Secretary
Christie Hudlow
Cheryl Kimbrough, Vice President
Chuck Luke, Treasurer
The Reverend Scott Painter, President
Alyssa Pratka
Owen Tredennick

Grace Episcopal Church & School

graceinhouston.org

4040 W. Bellfort
Houston, Texas 77025
832.667.8601 office
281.840.2069 cell
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Join us on social media:
Facebook /GraceinHouston
Twitter @GEpiscopal
Instagram @grace_in_houston
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