
   

 

Will you Keep Showing Up during LENT? 
I have a conflicted relationship with the season of Lent.  
It is not easy for me to sit still; I find it difficult to act in 
particularly pious ways (like fasting, extended prayers, 
ritualistic spiritual 
practices); and I 
certainly don’t love 
religious language 
reminding me about 
my own sinfulness or 
claiming a general 
“wretchedness” 
somehow inherent in 
all human beings.   

I am quite sure that I 
am not alone in this. 
People very close to 
me (who may or may 
not live in my own 
home) freely express, 
throughout each 
Lenten season, their 
frustration with the 
language, expectations, and general drudgery often 
imposed by churches in their Lenten liturgies.  

      (continued, p. 2)  
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

12th Corey Johnson 
13th Nelson Flores 
16th Nathan Spadone 
17th Jesse Gay 
20th Chase Hudlow 
21st Sarah Scott 
22nd Toni Gibson 
31st Doward Hudlow 
 
Please tell us if we forgot yours! 
  

 

 COFFEE HOUR HOSTS  

1st Daughters of the King 

8th Kimbroughs 

15th Helen Rose Ebaugh 

22nd 

29th  
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  (continued from p. 1) 

More than a couple of folks in the Grace 
community have shared similar sentiments.  
And a striking data point reinforces this truth 
about us: in both of the last two years at 
Grace, four of our lowest attended Sunday 
morning services were during the season of 
Lent.  Last year, our average Sunday at-
tendance--for all of 2019--would have 
neared or surpassed 80; but instead, be-
cause of low worship attendance during 
Lent, it remained in mid 70’s.  (for reference, 
our average Sunday attendance in 2017 was 
56.)  So, it may be that many of us find Lent 
to be good time for a little “break” from 
church.  

This year, we are praying and planning for 
a meaningful, inspiring, and joy-filled expe-
rience of Lent.  (We are not putting away 
the maracas this year!) We will incorporate 
elements in our liturgy we pray will inspire 
hope, meaning and gladness even as we 
are careful not to shun the particular gifts 
of the season to guide us in repentance, 
lament, and solidarity with a broken and 
hurting world.  

We are scheduling special formation and 
fellowship programming to inspire growth 
in a centered and purposeful life.  

I hope you will show up for Lent this year.  I 
hope we will all feel compelled to keep com-
ing together for worship, learning, and fel-
lowship during this season. I hope you will 
find that it is not a drudgery.   

On Sundays, our Spanish-language Sun-
day School class will continue meeting to 
explore the meaning of the Sacraments 
and our English-language class will engage 
a discussion on Crossan’s and Borg’s book 
The Last Week.   

On Sunday evenings, we will replace our 
regular offering of “Connections” worship 
with a special Contemplative Practices and 
Compline offering in my study (unless our 
group ends up too large for that space!).  
And on Wednesdays, we’ll continue with the 
tradition of a simple soup supper followed 
by a presentation from area clergy or lay 
leaders.  This year, the theme of the Lenten 
Suppers is “Discernment, Call, and God’s 
Will.” 

Even though we may be conflicted about 
Lent in our personal experience and spirit-
uality, I’m confident that it will be better 
when we’re together.  As we travel the Len-
ten path this year, toward the glorious res-
urrection and abundant life of Easter, let us 
continue coming together, learning and 
praying together, growing together, and 
moving forward into God’s dream for our 
community.  Together. 

Let’s all keep showing up! 

With affection, 
Scott+ 

 

Pick up your Lenten Meditations booklet—in Spanish or 

English—from Living Compass in the Narthex.  If you call 

the office and ask, we can mail one to your home. 
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Chrismons are traditionally colored white and 
gold.  White is the liturgical (or Church) color 
for Christmas and symbolizes that Jesus was 
pure and perfect.  Gold symbolizes His Majes-
ty and Glory.   

 
I recently had the privilege of attending 
diocesan council for the first time from February 
7 – 8..  Being a relatively new Episcopalian, I am 
always eager to learn what our faith tradition is 
doing and how we are run as a church. I can tell 
you friends, two days at the council did not 
disappoint. What immediately struck me was how 
organized the whole event was. It being my first 
time to the council, I went to a session offered to 
first time attendees, which provided some 
context to what exactly we accomplish at council 
and how it is done. The Episcopal Diocese of 
Texas has a constitution, canons, by-laws and 
lots of other parliamentary procedures. While it 
can seem like there are perhaps too many rules, I 
can say that having them in place makes a large 
meeting with a lot of people much more efficient, 
without limiting the ability of individuals to voice 
their opinion. 

What officially starts the Diocesan Council is a 
worship service. On Friday evening, over 1000 
individuals of both the clergy and lay variety 
gathered in a large hall. Clergy vested and 
vergers led them in. Lay people proudly 
processed their parish banners. Everyone joined 
in song, prayed, and took the eucharist together. 
It was a wonderful experience to see so many 
different congregations come together for such 
a unifying event. Regardless of political leanings, 
ministry involvements, or any other dividing 
attribute, we all came together using a shared 
liturgy and worshiped together. 

The following day was all about business. We 
voted on the rules to govern the day’s 
proceedings and we soon heard reports from 
various committee and canons throughout the 
diocese. Being a part of Grace, I can say that 
most of my thoughts surrounding church are 
about our community. Attending Diocesan 
Council reminded me that there are dozens of 
Graces in our diocese that are also doing 
wonderful things for their community. We are 
connected in spiritual ways, but also very 

tangible ways to the churches around us. We 
witnessed the impact of missional communities 
that have been created within the last year. We  

witnessed three communities ring the “Great 
Commission Bell” to symbolize the official start to 
their congregations. We learned that 69 people 
went to discovery retreats last year to help them 
discern their spiritual path within our church. 
God is doing AMAZING things in our diocese. For 
me, I walked away from this aspect of Diocesan 
Council thinking about how many individuals I 
could reach out to for support with any number 
of issues we face. Knowing we are not alone is a 
powerful feeling when thinking about ministry.  

The Bishop’s Address was a wonderful time to 
hear from our Diocesan Bishop, Andy Doyle. I 
had never had the privilege of meeting Bishop 
Doyle, so I was very interested to see him and 
hear about his plans for our diocese. The bishop 
laid out several ambitious goals, the most 
celebrated being the diocese’s pledge towards 
racial reconciliation. Bishop Doyle told us the 
diocese has committed $13 million towards Racial 
Justices. These monies will take the form of 
grants, scholarships, and other initiatives as a 
way of helping our historically Black churches 
and people who have not always benefited from 
our diocese’s “storied past.” To see our diocese 
participating in the necessary work of racial 
reconciliation was inspiring, friends, and I hope 
you will do more research to see how we all can 
be involved.  

Before the day was over, we had voted as a 
diocese on lay and clergy leaders to serve on 
boards, committees, and the like. We also heard 
about finances and proposed amendments to 
our regulations. My first experience of Diocesan 
Council was overwhelmingly positive. I saw 
people from near and far, similar and different, 
all rolling up their sleeves to do the hard work of 
community and church, together.  

A full summary of the 171st Diocesan Council can be found online. 

   
 
 

DIOCESAN COUNCIL 
BY COLIN DUNHAM 

https://www.epicenter.org/article/council-2020-in-summary/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmyemail.constantcontact.com%2FThe-GraceLINE---Three-Things---and-an-extra-reminder--.html%3Fsoid%3D1115510927908%26aid%3DAB-N6Hm9GK4&psig=AOvVaw3Z7QTmXsrs4eYMnz67QoIn&ust=1582952687366000&source=images&cd
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SNIPPETS FROM THE    

DAUGHTERS OF THE KING LENTEN RETREAT 
 

Lent:  Solemn Religious Observance 
 

…”The season of Lent emphasizes three things: 
prayer, fasting, almsgiving. Prayer means pray-
er, that's pretty simple. Almsgiving refers to 
acts of charity or generosity. And fasting refers 
to going without something, especially some-
thing on which we’ve become dependent, some-
thing we think we can’t live without, or some-
thing that distracts us from God”. (J. D. Flynn, 
Catholic News Agency) 

“I invite you, therefore, in the name of the 
Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, by 
self-examination and repentance; by prayer, 
fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and 
meditating on God’s holy Word.” (Liturgy for Ash 
Wednesday, BCP  p. 265) 

Keeping a Holy Lent is really about piety. The 
burning question is whether or not your Lenten 
practices make you pious: making a hypocriti-
cal display of virtue especially religious. Here 
are a few suggestions: 

 Practice Selah:  Pause and consider wisely. 
This word Selah is a word frequently found 
in the Book of Psalms, and also in Habakkuk, 
about seventy-four times in all in Scripture. 
Its meaning is doubtful. Some interpret it as 
meaning "silence" or "pause;" others, "end," 
etc. 

 Say the word Selah, then pause and consid-
er wisely, by closing your eyes, stilling the 
mind if only for five minutes; then, open your 
eyes and your heart and consider what 
needs to be done. 

 Schedule your prayer time:  How and when 
you pray is personal. Just be consistent.  

 Consider your definition of charity and give 
accordingly privately. 

 Remember fasting can be more than food 
related. 

 
Prayerfully yours, 
Cheryl Ladner Kimbrough 
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 MIÉRCOLES de CENIZA 

En este mes uno evento que se celebra es 
la Cuaresma, se inicia el Miércoles de Ceni-
za. Un período muy importante para 
creyentes y los fieles ya que anticipa la 
llegada de la Pascua, la resurrección de 
Jesucristo. También sirve para hacer un vi-
aje de conversión a través de la práctica 
penitencial. 

El término Cuaresma, se utiliza para indicar 
los cuarenta días antes de la Pascua. El 
número 40 tiene valor simbólico en la 
religión cristiana. Cuarenta fueron los días 
qué pasó Jesús en el desierto, ayunado y 
orando día y noche, y fue tentado por el di-
ablo. Moisés pasó 40 días en el Monte Sinaí. 
40 años duró el Éxodo. 

El gesto de cubrirse con ceniza tiene el sen-
tido de reconocer la propia fragilidad y 
mortalidad, que necesita ser redimida por 
la misericordia de Dios. de ayuno. La im-
posición de ceniza es una costumbre que 
recuerda a los que la practican que algún 
día vamos a morir y que el cuerpo se va a 
convertir en polvo. 

“Dios todopoderoso, tú nos has creado del 
polvo de la tierra: Concede que estas ceni-
zas sean para nosotros una señal de nues-
tra mortalidad y penitencia, para que 
recordemos que es sólo mediante tu don 
bondadoso que nos es dada la vida eterna; 
por Jesucristo nuestro Salvador. Amén”. 
Que tengan una Santa Cuaresma.  

 

El Rev. Alejandro Montes, DMin 
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Fellow worshipers, please note that formal 
gatherings for Prayer & Potluck are 
suspended until October. Scripture 
readings will be provided with a suggestion 
for contemplation monthly. Prayers are 
offered for your continued Bible Study 
journey. 
 
Gospel reading for Sunday, March 22: 

John 9:1-41 
 

Have you ever been so spiritually 
challenged that you were blind and could 

not see? If so, how has this review of 
versions affected how you may alter your 

response in your spiritual walk today? 
 

Prayerfully yours, 
Cheryl & Phillip Kimbrough, Sr. 

Daughters of the King 
The Saint Clare Chapter of the Daughters 
of the King invites all women of Grace to 
join us on our spiritual journey.               

As Daughters, we are charged with daily 
prayer, service, evangelism and the 
strengthening of the spiritual life of the 
community.  We meet the first Saturday of 
each month at 10:00 AM in the Flex Room.  
We would love to have you!                                 
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HOW TO USE ELEXIO GIVING 
                                                                                                                               BY COLIN DUNHAM 

As your Junior Warden, I can say I love our community and the facilities we have available 
to us at Grace Episcopal Church. I can also tell you as Junior Warden that Grace relies 
financially on each of you to maintain our facilities and provide a place of welcome to all 
who visit or call Grace home. To that end, we now have a way for you to give more 
efficiently.  

If you’re anything like me, you may find it easy to forget to bring your pledge or offering 
with you to church. Or, perhaps you don’t carry cash/checkbook, so you can’t make your 
donation for the altar flowers. Whatever the obstacle to your financial giving, we now 
have a new tool to facilitate ease in giving: Elexio Giving. As you may remember, Elexio 
Community is the name of our church data management software. An add-on we recently 
established is Elexio Giving, which allows our community members to give online 
donations in a secure, easy-to-use way. I recently set-up my online giving to reoccur 
weekly, saving me the hassle of writing a check every week. Additionally, I know that my 
pledge will be paid to Grace Episcopal Church in line with the commitment I made during 
our stewardship campaign. I invite you to join me in growing a culture of generosity which 
will allow us all to set priorities in line with what we value most. 

Whether you want to set up reoccurring payments or would just prefer to pay online every 
now and then, this efficient system allows you the flexibility to pay anywhere, anytime.  

In order to set up your Elexio Giving profile, you will need to go to our website:                    
graceinhouston.org. Once there, click on the “Giving” tab. (You may have to click on the 
“more” button, first.) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://graceinhouston.org
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From there you’ll be taken to our giving page on our website. You’ll see from here 
that you have a “Give Now” or “Sign In” option. To set up a profile, click on the “Sign 
In” tab and scroll down to click on the “register for an account” option at the 
bottom.  
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NOTE: It is very important when you are registering for your Elexio Giving account, that 
you use the same email we have on file for you at the church. That way, any donations you 
make will automatically be updated in your statement you receive. If you are not sure 
what email we have on file for you, please contact Elizabeth Martin, 
(office@graceinhouston.org or (832) 667-8601) at the church to verify. 

After filling out your name, address, email address, and a password, you will click the 

“Register” button. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@graceinhouston.org
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When giving, you have the option from the dropdown box to give to several different 
funds: pledge, offering, altar flowers, vicar's discretionary fund, community partner fund, 
and other. You simply select which fund you want to contribute to, the amount, and 
possibly any notes. You can also give to multiple funds in one session. 
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After selecting the funds and amounts, you’ll be asked if you want to make the gift 
reoccurring. If so, check that box. 

You’ll need to input the method of payment: either using your credit card number or the 
account and routing number of your bank account. While either works, using your bank 
account as a method of payment is far cheaper for Grace than the credit card option.  

Finally, you’ll be asked if you want to pay a small convenience fee to help cover the cost of 
the transaction. While Elexio Giving allows Grace to collect money much more efficiently, it 
is not a free tool. When you pay the convenience fee, you help further ministry 
opportunities at Grace by keeping us from paying additional fees. After making all your 
selections, click “Submit!” 

 

Hopefully, this brief overview of Elexio Giving shows you how easy it is to give to 
Grace Episcopal Church. If you have any questions or would like to be assisted in 
setting up your Elexio Giving account, I would be happy to sit with you and assist 
in the process. Feel free to email me at juniorwarden@graceinhouston.org.  

mailto:juniorwarden@graceinhouston.org
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Person to Person 

This new ministry reaches out to our home-
bound members. Please consider becoming a 
community partner with one or more members 
who may not be able to 
attend church regular-
ly. This initiative could 
be a phone call once a 
month, a visit, and/or   
running errands. It’s re-
ally up to you, how 
much you can do and 
how much your member 
partner needs, wants 
and/or will  accept.  

Please join us Sunday February 16, 2020 dur-
ing Coffee hour for more information and 
discussion on initiatives for the Lenten     
season.   

Watch the GraceVine and GraceLine for op-
portunities to serve. You can contact Cheryl 
Kimbrough or Rev. Scott with any questions 
or suggestions.  

RED CROSS SHELTER FUNDAMENTALS CLASS 
 
In less than a month, it is going to be Spring and, with that, 
comes the real possibility of another 500-year flood event. 
 
Our Disaster Preparedness Committee has concerned 
itself, not only with the safety of the church and its 
members, but also looking at how we can help with the 
wider community. 
 
We are presently working with the Red Cross to have free 
classes here at Grace to prepare us to help in Red Cross 
shelters. When needed, we will be sent as a group from 
Grace to a shelter in our area. 

 
The first training session will be 3 1/2 hours and held here at Grace if we can get a 
minimum of 10 people. In addition to that, there will be 4 more required hours of training 
to be done online by each individual. 
 
After passing a background check and completing the course work, you will be able to 
volunteer at any Red Cross Shelter in the Houston area or, for that matter, any where in 
the world. 

 

@ Super La Mexicana 

March 14, 2020 

8:00 AM 
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Lenten Pantry Drive for BIM 
By Mitzi Coleman 
 
Help our neighbors in need during this Lenten season by supporting Braes Interfaith Min-
istries (BIM). Grace is a member congregation of BIM, which is a coalition of area churches 
and synagogues providing food, clothing, and utility assistance to people in need in 
Southwest Houston. We are hosting our bi-annual drive to replenish BIM’s food pantry. 
Please bring your donations of nonperishable food, toiletry items, and financial contribu-
tions to Grace and we’ll make sure that they reach BIM.  
 
BIM receives regular deliveries 
of food from the Houston Food 
Bank. However, certain protein-
rich items are often in short 
supply. Also, there is a continu-
ing need for toiletry items. 
These household necessities 
are difficult to keep in stock at 
the pantry.  
 
Here is a list of BIM’s “most-
needed” pantry items. 
 
• Nonperishable foods, espe-

cially: Peanut Butter & Jelly 
• Dried or Canned Beans & 

Rice 
• Canned Fish & Protein-Rich 

Canned Meals 
 
• Toiletry items, especially: 
• Bath Soap 
• Bathroom Tissue 
• Deodorant 
• Shampoo 
• Toothpaste & Toothbrushes 
• Feminine Hygiene Items 
• Shaving Cream & Razors 
• Hand and Body Lotion 
• Denture Cleanser & Adhe-

sive 
• Adult & Baby Wipes 
• Diapers 
 
BIM depends on the financial support of the community. If you would like to give a fi-
nancial gift, please designate it for BIM. Please make checks payable to Grace and 
note “BIM” in the memo line. Place your check in the offering plate on Sundays during 
Lent or you may drop off or mail your gift to the church office.  
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BISHOP’S VISIT & CONFIRMATIONS! 
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Grace Episcopal Church & School 
 

4040 W. Bellfort 
Houston, Texas 77025 

832.667.8601 office 
281.840.2069 cell 

Office@graceinhouston.org 

Vicar: The Reverend Scott Painter  
 Vicar@graceinhouston.org 

Assisting Priest: The Rev. John Graham, MD, DMin 
 John.K.Graham@gmail.com 
Assisting Priest: The Rev. Alejandro Montes, DMin 
 AlejandroSixtoMontes@gmail.com 

Deacon: The Reverend Dawn Shepler                                         
 Deacon@graceinhouston.org 

Music Director: Ellis Montes                                                
 Music@graceinhouston.org 

Children’s Minister: OPEN POSITION 
 GraceChildren@graceinhouston.org 

Office Assistant: Elizabeth Martin                                                 
 Office@graceinhouston.org 

Accounting: Robin Talamini                                              
 Accounting@graceinhouston.org 

Sexton: Mario Ruiz                                                                             
 Sexton@graceinhouston.org 

Head of School: Edolia James 
 Edolia@graceinhouston.org  

Childcare: Bertha Spadone, OPEN POSITION 

 Church Staff 

Join us on Social Media: 

Facebook /GraceinHouston 
Twitter @GEpiscopal  

Instagram @grace_in_houston  
 

And on the Web at 

graceinhouston.org 


